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Thank you to all the contributors 
of this issue: Valerie Cypress, Ann 
Cobb, Lynn Noga, Sheryl Bracey, 
Laura Kraft, Vicki Brandt, Carol 
Ann Baily, Ruth Haskins, Chris 
Hackenbrack

What a fun year we have had in 2017, and 2018 is shaping up to be 
even better! I want to thank everyone who works so hard to make this 
Guild run smoothly – it definitely takes a village and I value every one 
of you!

I don’t know about you, but I love fall – the cooler weather makes me 
yearn to get outside and enjoy the beauty around us. I find it inspiring 
- it helps me re-focus my attention on the important things in my life 
and let go of the busyness that keeps me from doing what I love - cre-
ating art. I hope you have made time to do something you love, too.

The Guild has been busy the past few months. We have been thinking 
about ways to get the word out about our great organization.  The ex-
hibit in November at the Green Hills Library will be a chance to show 
everyone the talent in our group, and I encourage any new members 
to keep future shows in mind as you are learning and creating. Your 
pieces do not have to be elaborate or large! Stop by and see the exhibit 
this month and get inspired!

As you read this we have just finished participating in the Hands-On-
Creativity event held at Plaza Arts. I want to thank everyone who vol-
unteered to come and share our love of lettering by writing people’s 
names and showing them how beautiful calligraphy can be.  

For those of you who have been working on the Lettering Project in 
2017, I encourage you to bring your work to the November meeting. 
Or, if you have taken a class, bring something that you have created so 
that we can see what you have been up to!

Ann Cobb has a great lineup of classes scheduled in 2018. She will 
share in detail at the meeting about the Spring classes, and maybe a 
teaser or two on the Fall classes. Ann just finished teaching a class 
on Introduction to Broad Pen Lettering with a Taste of Foundational, 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Continued on next page

About the Guild
The Nashville Calligrapher’s Guild was formed in 1981 to foster the continued study, practice, and use of calligraphy among its members and to encourage community 
awareness of the art of calligraphy. To this end, the Guild meets five times a year, publishes a newsletter, and sponsors workshops and related activities.

Membership inquiries can be directed to JoAnn Bates at 615-452-8897. Membership is open to anyone interested in calligraphy. The membership year runs from June 1 to 
May 31. Dues are due on June 1 and are considered delinquent if not received within six weeks of that date. Dues are $30 per year for a regular membership, $40 a year for 
a contributing membership. Membership dues should be paid to the Treasurer: Laura Kraft, 1605 Newstead Terrace, Brentwood, TN 37027.

Meetings are held the second Saturday in September, November, January, March, and May. The Guild meets at Plaza Artist Materials in downtown Nashville, 633 Middle-
ton Avenue, Nashville, TN 37203. Meetings begin at 10:30 a.m. with social time immediately before at 10:00 a.m. 

The Nashville Calligraphers Guild can be found on Facebook as well as the NCG website at http://www.nashvillecalligraphersguild.org.

Send newsletter corrections/returns to: Beth Paul, 277 Dan Crutcher Road, Toney, AL  35773

Special thanks to this month’s cover artist, Vicki Brandt. 



November - NCG Exhibition at Green Hills Library
November 11, 2017 - Guild Meeting

December 3, 2017 - NCG Holiday Gathering
January 13, 2018 - Guild Meeting

February 22-25, 2018 - Scribehaven, Lake Barkley, KY
March 10, 2018 - Guild Meeting

March 17, 2018 - Split Pen Lettering with Ann Cobb
March 24-25, 2018 - Mastering Italic with Carrie Imai

April 21-22, 2018 - Dancin’ Pen 1 with Carrie Imai
May 12, 2018 - Guild Meeting

May 19-20, 2018 - Dancin’ Pen 2 with Carrie Iami
June 9-10, 2018 - Italian Hand with Heather Held

September 15-16, 2018 - All That Glitters with Harvest Crittenden
October 20-21, 2018 - A Sharp Pencil and a Keen Eye with Amity Parks

ELSEWHERE:

July 14-21, 2018:  Seattletters, Bellingham, Washington
August 6 - 11, 2018:  IAMPETH Conference in Milwaukee, Wisconsin

July 15 - 20, 2019:  IAMPETH Conference in Denver, Colorado

2017-2018 NCG CALENDAR at a Glance

Continued from previous page

which was fabulous!  I always learn 
something new! We are hoping to set 
up Basic classes like this each year 
for new calligraphers, but these are 
always great refreshers for anyone!

Our Scribehaven retreat is coming up 
fast – February will be here before 
we know it. Vicki Brandt has an extra 
special event planned this year so you 
won’t want to miss it! Make sure to 
get your registration in early as it is 
sure to fill up. 

Our Holiday party this year is on 
December 3rd from 2 to 4pm at the 
home of Dana Perez, who graciously 
volunteered to host this year. The evite 
was sent to everyone that has given 
us their email address, so if you did 
not get the invitation please contact 
me and I’ll see that you get it. We’ve 
already gotten quite a few RSVPs, so 
it looks like it will be well-attended. 

See you at the November meeting. 
You won’t want to miss the program 
as we will be making greeting cards. I 
can’t wait!

Lynn Noga
President

You Are Invited!

Guild members and spouses/significant others are
invited to the

Nashville Calligraphers Guild 
Annual Holiday Gathering on

Sunday, December 3, 2017 
2 p.m. to 4 p.m.

at the home of Guild member, Dana Perez
4309 Colorado Avenue
Nashville, TN 37209

Come join us for a merry afternoon or just drop in. 
Guests are welcome to bring a snack/dessert if desired. 

Drinks will be provided. 

There will also be a calligraphy-related gift exchange. 
Rules are simple: bring a gift and get a gift. 

Hope to see you there!

WELCOME, 
NEW MEMBERS!

Ann Cumbie
Heidi Richardson
Michele Sharpe

Donna Trott
Holli Walker

MaryBeth Zamer

We are glad to have you!



Carrie Imai workshops are designed to be a series of 
learning; therefore, preference will be given to those 
who register for all three workshops.  Participants may 
not register for Dancin’ Pen 2 unless they also take 
Dancin’ Pen 1.  The workshops are designed so that 
they build upon each other.

“Split Pen Lettering”
with Ann Cobb

“Mastering Italic”, 
“Dancin’ Pen 1”,
“Dancin’ Pen 2”
with Carrie Imai

“All That Glitters”
with Harvest Crittenden



WORKSHOPS!

WORKSHOPS!
WORKSHOPS!

Check the 2017-2018 calendar on page 3 for exact dates.

Expect to be busy in 2018!  
The list of available workshops 
that Ann Cobb, our Workshop 

Chair, has arranged for our Guild 
is exciting to see with something 
new for everyone, regardless of 
experience level.What a great 

year we are going to have!  
“Italian Hand”

with Heather Held

“A Sharp Pencil and a Keen Eye”
with Amity Parks



NCG EXHIBIT AT GREEN HILLS LIBRARY

The Nashville Calligraphers Guild is once again being featured at the Green Hills Library.  As 
Exhibits Chair, Valerie Cypress  says “a library is a wonderful place to highlight the beauty of 
letters and words.” So what better place to have a Guild exhibit! 

There are two walls for framed artwork as well as display cases to feature small items and hand-
made books. The exhibition will run through the month of November. Please be sure to make 
time to stop by and see the artwork of our members. 

SCRIBEHAVEN 2018

Sending information now about Scribehaven may seem very premature, but we have only two 
newsletters before our annual retreat.  Scribehaven 2018 will be our 10th anniversary celebration! 
The dates are February 22-25, 2018. 

We have great programs, activities and some surprises planned.  The registration form is included 
here for your convenience. I encourage you to send in your form early as we may have limited 
space this year.  

Several who are already planning to attend will be contributing (and have contributed) to Scribe-
haven in very significant ways. So, they are already on board.  It is our sincere hope that we will 
be able to accommodate everyone who would like to attend.  This is an awesome opportunity to 
learn, mentor, relax and fellowship with other lettering friends.  

See you in February!
Vicki Brandt

Scribehaven Chair

Sponsored by Write on Calligraphers, Seattletters, the 37th International Calligraphy Confer-
ence will be held at Western Washington University in Bellingham, WA from July 14 – 21, 2018. 

Classes are offered for the full week, or first half/second half week classes. For more informa-
tion, go to their website at https://seattletters.org.

SEATTLETTERS CONFERENCE



Nashville Calligraphers Guild Retreat for 2018 

This will be the 10th anniversary of SCRIBEHAVEN! What is Scribehaven? It is retreat for all 
calligraphers. It is your weekend to experiment, work on unfinished projects or develop new ones. 
You can work at your own pace, or you may decide to simply relax and enjoy the fellowship of other 
kindred spirits who love the art of lettering as much as you do. Remember, this is YOUR weekend!  

Where:  Beautiful, serene Lake Barkley State Resort in Kentucky, about 90 miles north of   
  Nashville.  

When: February 22 — 25, 2018. 

Lodging: You must make your own room reservation. Lodge room rate is $74.95 for two beds  
  (dbl occupancy). Rooms are in the main lodge with comfortable accommodations  
  including TVs & coffee makers. All rooms have balconies overlooking the lake. Please  
  call and reserve your room at: (270) 924-1131. 

Food: Meals are on your own in the dining room! A full buffet is available on Friday &  
  Saturday, or you may order off the menu. Dining room is downstairs from the meeting  
  room with floor-to-ceiling windows offering magnificent views of the lake. 

A $25 non-refundable deposit is due by February 2, 2018. Please make checks payable to 
NCG and send to: Ann Cobb, workshop chair, 134 La Plaza Drive, Hendersonville, TN 37075.  

Questions??? Call or email Vicki Brandt,  BrandtVL@aol.com  or  (865) 671-2236. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

2018 SCRIBEHAVEN RETREAT: REGISTRATION FORM  

Name:   ___________________________________________________________ 

Address: __________________________________________________________ 

Phone (home & mobile):  _____________________________________________ 

Email: ____________________________________________________________ 

**Emergency Contact (name & phone): __________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

**Expected arrival (date & time): ________________________________________ 

Please fill out form completely. Thank you! 



It was my pleasure to interview Vicki for the newsletter.  
 
My first question was “how long have you been doing cal-
ligraphy?” (Between her level of watercolor and calligraphy, 
I just knew the answer would be her entire life.  WRONG.) 
She started doing calligraphy while living in Los Angeles. 
About 25 years ago, her neighbor was organizing a calligra-
phy class and asked her to join. Vicki was not doing ANY art 
at the time. Obviously, Vicki soon excelled. Her teacher, An-
nie Lawrence, suggested Vicki continue taking classes and 
join the L.A calligraphy group. Since the L.A. area is so big, 
their group is divided into regions in L.A. So, having been 
an L.A. resident, and driving all over for classes/workshops, 
Vicki now considers the drive from Knoxville to Nashville 
as no big deal.

OK...wait a minute. “Vicki, how do you go from L.A. to 
Knoxville????” As a girl, Vicki lived in rural Phoenix, 
Arizona and I mean dirt roads rural… but true to any city 
growth, her old home is now in the city limits. She moved 
to California in junior high school, from dirt roads to Hol-
lywood classmates coming to school in limousines. WOW. 
That year, she met another girl transferring in to the school. 
And they stayed friends all these years. That little girl, as a 
woman, moved to Knoxville. When Vicki’s husband retired 
from the fire department, and they had visited Knoxville a 

few times, they realized that, besides being a beau-
tiful area, Knoxville was nicely situated between 
Florida and Illinois, where family lived. So, the 
Brandt’s moved in 1996. And that friend lives down 
the street. How cool is that?!

NCG MEMBER INTERVIEW

Continued on next page



Of course, any move is an upending experience, 
and picking up a pen wasn’t happening. Once she 
tried to ‘get back up on that horse’, Vicki re-
searched calligraphers and found Sheryl Bracey. 
Sheryl told her about Nashville Guild, and Reggie 
Ezell’s class. The Guild was then organizing an 
exhibit and Vicki had pieces to show. She was back 
on that horse.

Favorite books? Written Letters: 33 Alphabets for 
Calligraphers by Jacqueline Svaren and The Art & 
Craft of Hand Lettering by Annie Cicale.
 
Favorite site? None. She just Googles topics when 
she wants to know something. (She is not on FB, 
Pinterest, or any social media.)
 
Tip? Not a tip really, but Vicki is totally sold on 
walnut ink, “best writing fluid” AND her attitude 
of “strive for your best in anything you do.” She 
was quick to add that that does NOT mean perfec-
tion, “just guard against ‘good enough’.”
 
Favorite hand? Italic.
 
Least favorite hand? None really, but she doesn’t 
feel comfortable with a pointed pen. However, she 
definitely appreciates the beauty of those scripts.
 
Other passions? Once again, I guessed wrong. I 
thought watercolor! Vicki is very involved with 
our aging population. Having dealt with her moth-
er’s Alzheimer’s and her father’s dementia (heart 
related?), she’s well aware of the problems of 
seniors. Vicki is a ombudsman, a public advocate, 
representing the interests of her clients by investi-
gating complaints of violation of rights. This is a 
volunteer job! About 8-10 hours a week.  My hat is 
off to you, Vicki. Sometimes calligraphy will creep 
into her job but only as a name, a sign, or thank 
you to the staff for appreciation of their hard work.

And yes, watercolor is up there as a passion but car-
ing for others is first place.
 
Penmanship in school? Oh no, it was not and still is 
not good.
 
Her studio? Well, in L.A., they had a 2 bedroom, 1 
bath home, so the kitchen table was her studio, but 
now she has the extra bedroom. She recently attacked 
it and reorganized it,  even making herself a water-
color nook. Now it’s inviting, and encouraging. She 
feels blessed to have a studio and is quick to say that 
one’s studio in no way speaks to one’s level of talent.
 
Anything to add? Just that “the thing most gratify-
ing about calligraphy and art is that is has seen me 
through hard times and the friendships have meant 
everything.” She worries about people trying to learn 
through You Tube and missing the human link. There 
is a connectivity in workshops that is lost in the ano-
nymity of the Internet. 
 
Vicki didn’t have a quote but who needs a quote 
when one lives such a philosophical life of putting 
elderly people first and knowing art is a spiritual 
experience of connecting with people!
 
Which brings me to Scribehaven. Did you know it 
was started by Vicki? In L.A., there was something 
similar so she researched places and presented the 
idea to the NCG Board (well, actually, Sheryl and 
Ann did the presenting) and the motion passed. Be-
cause of workshops, bridal season, and fall holidays, 
Scribehaven falls at the end of February. The nice 
part is, that is when the lodge is least expensive. And 
with Vicki’s influence, (I want to think so) the travel 
weather is always decent. I’ve heard great things 
about it and this year is the 10th anniversary.

P.S. I was so consumed with calligraphy related 
thoughts, I totally forgot to ask about life outside cal-
ligraphy. Turns out, Vicki has worked with the L.A. 
Fire Department, with fire prevention, in an office 
(and other office jobs, too) while her husband was a 
firefighter (thank you, Dave!). He was a Captain and 
worked in Urban Search and Rescue. He still volun-
teers with the Knoxville Fire Department. Can you 
imagine the stories Vicki could tell?????

Ruth Haskins

Connecting With
Vicki Brandt

Continued from previous page



Italic in Just Five Days

Each summer, Vanderbilt invites gifted, middle school 
and high school age kids to study academic courses 
for one week or two weeks.  While they are engaged 
in serious college-level courses each day, the organiz-
ers also want to provide them with a more creative 
and fun activity.  So, I was asked to teach calligraphy 
to a group of 12-14 year olds, for one hour each day 
for 5 days while others were teaching origami, chess, 
stage combat, improvisation, Quidditch, cultural dance, 
magic, and horror stage makeup.  

My first concern was materials. The folks at Paper & 
Ink Arts were very helpful. We found a great grid pad 
that would work well with the Zig Calligraphy Pens 
that have a 5mm broad edge on one end and a 2mm on 
the other. The program purchased one grid pad and one 
black pen for each student for their learning and prac-
tice. In addition, they provided a bunch of color Zig 
pens and a pad of a good quality paper students could 
use for their final projects.

Next, I had to plan the classes. I already had handouts 
for my Introduction to Italic class, but I really had no 
idea how much Italic the students could learn in just 
one hour per day. Finally, I decided to use them and 
hope for the best. Fortunately, it worked out well and I 
was amazed at the quality of final calligraphy projects 
that these students produced on their fifth day. 

The first day, after a brief overview of various kinds 
of calligraphy, we started with the marker pen, using 
the large end, making various lines with the pen at the 
correct 45º angle. I discovered that some of these kids 
didn’t even write in cursive and weren’t used to hold-
ing any pen, let alone a broad edge calligraphy marker 
pen. Once they were holding the pen correctly, we 
moved on to the simple letters. I demonstrated and then 
went around to each table to see that they were holding 
the pen at the right angle and using the grid pad guide-
lines for the large practice letters.  

Each day, we collected the pads and pens so they 
would be ready for the class the next day. Day 2 was 
all the lower case letters that we hadn’t done on the 
first day. Day 3 was the upper case and short first 
names to incorporate letter spacing within words and 
how the upper case letters work with the lower case 
letters. Day 4 featured alphabet sentences and n-chains 
to work on letter and word spacing. We also shifted to 
the 2mm end of the pen so they could practice the dif-
ferent scale of the smaller pen.

On the first day, I had asked each student to think about a short 
phrase or a special word or two that they would want to write in 
calligraphy on the last day of the class. Many picked a name of 
a family member or loved one, but others selected a line from 
a poem or song. They decided on the layout for their work, 
the use of color, and during that final class, they produced at 
least one final project that they could take home, along with 
their practice pad and black pen. Many of them said that they 
were going to continue to work on their calligraphy when they 
returned home. I’ve included photos of some of the best work 
done by these students. Gifted students in academics certainly 
proved also to be gifted in learning Italic in just five days.

Carol Ann Baily



 I am sure most of us know Sheryl Bracey as the warm, kind 
hearted, lovely person that she is. What you may not know is what 
a wonderful teacher she is. I had the good fortune to find this out 
recently when she offered a beginning Copperplate class at Plaza 
Artist Materials.  

The class was given over a 2 day period in late September. Sheryl 
gave us a packet of very helpful handouts that included both up-
per and lower case alphabet, numbers, variations, an alphabet that 
showed stroke direction, and some interesting words to practice 
with, as well as some historical exemplars. We started with the 
basic strokes which progressed into the letters and then into words.  
Sheryl spent time after each section going to each student to help 
individuals with their work.    

I had only taken one Copperplate class before, which was actually 
in mid-August, and the improvement in my lettering from that class 
to what I was doing at the end of Sheryl’s class is, I think, remark-
able.  Her patient instruction, gentle constructive critique, generos-
ity with pointers and tips, and the fun anecdotes thrown in between 
made this not only an extremely helpful class, but also a very fun 
one! If you have not taken a class with Sheryl, I would highly rec-
ommend you do yourself a favor and take one at the next possible 
opportunity!    

P.S. Don’t forget to hashtag #nashvillecalligraphersguild on your 
work on Instagram and to check it often for the work that others 
post. I have an example of an envelope from that first class and one 
from after Sheryl’s class tagged with that hashtag.

Chris Hackenbrack

Copperplate Class with Sheryl Bracey



Next Meeting: Nov. 11, 2017 
Plaza Artist Materials
Downtown Nashville

Board Meeting at 9 a.m.
General Meeting 10:30 a.m.

November Program
(following meeting)

THIS MONTH’S PROGRAM:

Guild members, JoAnn Bates, Vicki Brandt and Valerie Cypress will be teaching us how to make different types of cards. 
JoAnn will demo how to use the Sizzix embossing machine and how to do hand embossing. Vicki will be making the 
cards we learned in Carrie Imai’s class…except…she has taken it to the next level. Even if you don’t paint, you can still 
do these by using words instead of objects. Valerie will demo how to do the round vine and you can put whatever greeting 
you need in the center.  I have been a recipient of all of these and they are fabulous!!!

There is something for all levels so come and join in. Each session will take about 30 minutes so the program will last a little 
longer than usual. All supplies will be provided. You will have an opportunity to make some of these cards and you can use 
calligraphy with all that will be shown. 

Sheryl Bracey,  Vice President/Program Chair

Greeting cards can be very expensive so why not make your own?

Don’t Forget Your Lettering Project 2017!
We are coming to the close of our Projects for 2017...

May, September, and October projects will be shown at the November Guild meeting.
November:  Create a piece showing contrast.  Limit yourself to ONE tool and try to get the most out of that 
single tool.  No size limit.
No December project as we will be preparing Christmas cards and other holiday decorations.
November projects will be shown at the January Guild meeting.

Ann Cobb


