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February 3 - March 27, 2017, NCG Show, Centennial Art Center
February 23-26, 2017 - Scribehaven Retreat, Lake Barkley KY

March 11, 2017 - Guild Meeting
March 25, 2107 - “Transforming the Blank Page” w/ Sheryl Bracey

April 22 - 23, 2017 -- “Uncial- Classic to Comtemporary” w/ Carrie Imai
May 13, 2017 - Guild Meeting

September 9, 2017 - Guild Meeting
September 23 - 24, 2017 -- Copperplate with Sheryl Bracey

October 21 - 22, 2017 -- Layout and Design with Peter Thornton
November 11, 2017 - Guild Meeting

ELSEWHERE:
Letterworks Arts Conference in Ogden, Utah -- June 24 - July 1, 2017
IAMPETH Convention in Louisville, Kentucky -- July 10 - 15, 2017

President’s Message

2016-2017 NCG CALENDAR at a Glance

Spring Salutations, Scribes!

I trust the warmer weather is agreeing with everyone - perhaps a 
few sneezes, but it’s been so nice!

It was so nice to see everyone at the opening of our Centennial 
Art Center exhibit!  Kudos to Valerie for all her hard work as 
Exhibit Chair and to all members who submitted artwork.  Didi 
at the CAC did a marvelous job of displaying all the pieces.  I 
urge you to grab a guest and go see it if you haven’t already 
as it runs until March 23rd.  It is such a honor to be part of the 
calendar at the CAC.

Wishing all who attend Scribehaven a fun and magical time of 
lettering! Thanks to Vicki Brandt for once again spearheading 
this retreat for us and for all the members who are sharing their 
talent and expertise.

Lastly, please read your newsletter carefully to make note of all 
our exciting events and dead-lines. 

See you at the Plaza!
Lisa Webb, President

Thank you to Lisa Webb, 
Ann Cobb, Ruth Haskins, 
Sheryl Bracey. Carol Sav-
age, Carol Percy and Laura 
Kraft for their contributions 
to this newsletter.

Don’t forget 
to check out 
our Facebook 
page and our 
website for 
up-to-date 
information 
and photos. 



Lettering Project 2017

Our Lettering Project for 2017 will be a bit different than the two previous years.  This year we will 
have a different project for each month.  These projects will help us to utilize the training that we 
have received and the skills that we have built.  They will also provide us with some finished pieces for 
future exhibits.  The projects for 2017 are used with the permission of the Warmland Calligraphers 
Guild of British Columbia, and adapted from projects that they have completed in the past.

January:  Create a small piece with lettering not exceeding 4” x 6”.  Decorative or graphic elements can 
exceed the 4” x 6” dimensions if you like, but lettering must not.

February:  Do a piece on black or dark paper using colored inks, gouaches, or other color media.  No size 
limit.

January and February projects will be shown at the March Guild meeting.

March:  Create one single letter presented as a piece.  Think Heather Held’s Enchanted Letters or other 
decorated letter classes that you have taken.  No size limit, but only one letter.

April:  Create a piece using at least three sizes of broad-edge lettering.  This can be all one hand or multiple 
hands.  No size limit.

March and April projects will be shown at the May Guild meeting.

May:  Do a monochromatic piece using shades of one color, either on white/light background paper or on 
black/dark paper.  No size limit.

June, July, and August:  Our projects will the normal Envelope Exchange, which will be shown at the 
September Guild meeting.

September:  Create a piece using only pointed pen in Copperplate, Spencerian, or a pointed pen variation.  
No size limit.

October:  Create an alphabet – miniscules, majiscules, or both.  Use the media of your choice and the hand 
of your choice.  No size limit.

May, September, and October projects will be shown at the November Guild meeting.

November:  Create a piece showing contrast.  Limit yourself to ONE tool and try to get the most out of that 
single tool.  No size limit.

No December project as we will be preparing Christmas cards and other holiday decorations.

November projects will be shown at the January Guild meeting.
Ann Cobb

Ed. Note: The Lettering Project list was inadvertently left out of the January newsletter. Apologies for any inconvenience 
this may have caused anyone.



 We all know that success in calligraphy 
depends upon several factors including the correct 
combination of nibs and ink and paper, dedicated 
practice time, instruction and critique from a tal-
ented instructor, and proper exemplars.

 These factors all came together in mid-
January at Binders Art Supply and Frames in 
the Buckhead area of Atlanta.  Twenty fortunate 
students took advantage of Atlanta’s Friends of 
the Alphabet workshop with incredibly talented 
instructor Bill Kemp from Albuquerque, New 
Mexico, leading his five-day Intensive Spencerian 
workshop.
 Students were greeted with a notebook 
consisting of almost 80 pages of information, 
exemplars, and samples from as far back as the 
1800’s.  Bill always provides a wonderful book for 
each student in each of the classes that he teaches.  
Bill updates his books for each class to include his 
most up-to-date samples and exemplars.
 Students also received a beautiful nametag 
lettered with white ink on burgundy paper, a bag 
holding a dinky dip, a pipette for dispensing ink, a 
bottle of McCaffery’s Prairie Night ink, and other 

items.  Along with the notebook was a folder containing 
pre-printed guide sheets for Bill’s suggested warm-up 
exercises, guide sheets for lower-case Spencerian letters, 
Spencerian capital letters, and guide sheets for smaller-
size Spencerian lettering.  

Guide sheets were printed on Staples Laser Paper 
Bright White, 98 bright, 28 pounds, item #733333.  This 
paper is one of the best practice papers on the market 
today.  McCaffery’s Prairie Night ink was chosen for its 
ability to produce fine hairlines, dark black lines, yet not 
eat nibs as iron-gall inks do, and for its fast drying time.
 Bill’s background in engineering helps him to 
communicate correct angles for entrance and exit strokes 
as well as for the letter forms themselves.  He emphasized 
the triangles of white space that are necessary in lower-
case letters including a, d, and g, the shapes and angles of 
ascender and descender strokes, and the continuity of slant 
lines.
 Class members were introduced to lower-case 
letters in family groups of similar strokes.  Bill would in-
troduce a group of letters, and then work with students in-
dividually making sure that each of us was practicing cor-
rectly what he had just taught.  After all lower-case letters 

were demonstrated, Bill 
introduced the upper-case 
letters, demonstrating 
one or two more simple 
letters followed by two 
or three more decorative 
and fancy letters.  Again, 
his procedure was to 
introduce groups of let-
ters and then monitor the 
progress of his students.
 Most of the final day 
was spent with students 
receiving individual help 
on any letters or combi-
nations that where they 
were having difficulties, 
and with each student 
creating a final piece 
demonstrating what he 
or she had learned during 

“Intensive Spencerian” 
with Bill Kemp 

(Atlanta Workshop)

WORKSHOP REVIEW

Calligraphy by Ann Cobb 



the five days.  Most students worked with white ink 
on color paper.  
 Bill also asked that each of us work with a 
base line only drawn on our paper (no waist line or 
ascender line).  This we learned was to demonstrate to 
us that because we had worked with all lines through-
out the first four days, we truly did not need anything 
other than the base line for our finals.
 As he does in all of Bill’s workshops, he 
taught us to use the Ames Lettering Guide to quickly 
draw guidelines on our paper for our lettering.  He 
also taught us to fold and cut a piece of colored paper 
to use for a quick envelope addressing guideline.
 The title of this workshop was Intensive 
Spencerian.  It was also intensive practice, intensive 
improvement, intensive friendships, and intensive 
fun!  Thank you, Bill Kemp, for leading this fabulous 
workshop!

 Review by Ann Cobb
Group photo

Name Tags for Participants



 I was able to catch JoAnn Bates…she answered 
the phone saying she could talk, but had to put some 
stuff up she was working on. While I waited. I knew 
she was capping ink, covering water colors, wiping a 
nib, etc. I was wrong….. and jealous. JoAnn was put-
ting a dessert of ice cream sandwiches together and 
getting ready for the Guild’s retreat.  We got on to the 
business of questions.
 What got her interested in calligraphy?
As a child, she grew up with a father who appreciated 
fountain pens, inks, Speedball nibs, holders and other 
’stuff’ and he had a distinctive bold signature. Plenty 
to hook any child! Though she didn’t have a word for 
lettering, she did have the bug! And now, she’s lucky 
enough to have inherited some of her dad’s ‘stuff’.  
 How long has she been ‘doing’ it? That de-
pends...In 1981 she was able to take a Beginning Cal-
ligraphy class taught by Charlotte Chrisman….but she 
was pregnant with her son, so you can imagine what 
fell by the wayside! Then, around 2005, JoAnn saw an 
NCG exhibit at Mounthaven, (a historic home, hous-
ing the Arts Council office of Hendersonville) and was 
especially impressed with some envelopes displayed 
in a very large poster size frame by our own Sheryl 
Bracey!! A short time later, JoAnn enrolled, along with 
8 strangers, in a calligraphy class at the historic Moun-
thaven and was thrilled to see the teacher was Sheryl!!! 
 The 8 strangers? Ron Ross, Ann Cobb, Carol 
Dauer, Marilyn Stirrett, and JoAnn to name a few. 
Every time Sheryl finished a class the Bagel Bunch (the 
name for the 8 due to their consumption of said food) 
begged ‘what else can you teach?’ And so Sheryl con-
tinued to teach them for 5+ more years! Amazing!!!
 Favorite books? None really, she searches the 
Internet.
 Favorite sites? Again, none really because of 
links. One can go from one to another forever. And then 
there is Pinterest!! She prints off images she likes and 
puts them in a journal. 
 Any tips? Practice-you have to practice. 
 Least favorite hand? Gothic, Fraktur, Old Eng-
lish
 Favorite hand? Copperplate
 Other passions? After some thought she decided 
it was church, family and love of teaching (retired from 
teaching Home Ec, although the name has changed 
these days toAdult Living-real world stuff). Being a 
farm wife, she said every day is different…..newborn 

calves, smells of mowed hay, overturned soil be-
hind a tractor.  She loves to help in her daughter’s 
1st grade class with agriculture lessons, seeing the 
ah-ha moments on the children’s faces when doing 
activities like rubbing wheat between your hands to 
get kernels and then grinding it to make pancakes. 
Nowadays, very few children know how food gets 
to Kroger. She is filling that void. JoAnn also helps 
in a card ministry at her church where they make 
greeting cards, give them to elderly ladies who in 
turn mail them out. Win-win for everybody. And in 
September they make Christmas cards for service 
men.
 Good hand writing in school? No, nothing 
special-but her family received Christmas cards 
every year written in red and green ink which 
inspired her.  Her father was in the military, before 
the days when families went with the men, so there 
was a lot of mail coming in the home.
 Her studio? She has taken over her daugh-
ter’s bedroom. She has 2 desks, including a draft-
ing table in an L shape. She has framed pieces of 
Sheryl’s and Vickie Brandt. And even a practice 
sheet from Tim Botts! It’s her ‘Happy Place’.
 Quotes? Two. One was a sign seen on 
Pinterest- “Creativity is messy and I am very cre-
ative”.  The other is a directive from Sheryl many 
years ago, “Spread joy with your calligraphy” and 
JoAnn took that to heart and has worked toward 
that goal.

Ruth Haskins

INTERVIEW WITH NCG MEMBER“Spread Joy”

JOANN BATES

JoAnn at Scribehaven 2017



SCRIBEHAVEN 2017 at Lake Barkley, KY
February 23- 26, 2017

Lynn Noga, teaching Zentangle

Josh King from Paper & Ink

(There will be more about the 
Retreat in the next newsletter.)



About the Guild
The Nashville Calligrapher’s Guild was formed in 1981 to foster the continued study, practice, and use of calligraphy among its members and to encourage community 
awareness of the art of calligraphy. To this end, the Guild meets five times a year, publishes a newsletter, and sponsors workshops and related activities.

Membership inquiries can be directed to DaleAnn Webb at  615-473-3295. Membership is open to anyone interested in calligraphy. The membership year runs from June 1 
to May 31. Dues are due on June 1 and are considered delinquent if not received within six weeks of that date. Dues are $30 per year for a regular membership, $40 a year 
for a contributing membership. Membership dues should be paid to the Treasurer: Laura Kraft, 1605 Newstead Terrace, Brentwood, TN 37027.

Meetings are held the second Saturday in September, November, January, March, and May. The Guild meets at the Plaza Artist Materials in downtown Nashville, 633 
Middleton Avenue, Nashville, TN 37203. Meetings begin at 10:30 a.m. with social time immediately before at 10:00 a.m. 

The Nashville Calligraphers Guild can be found on Facebook as well as the NCG website at http://www.nashvillecalligraphersguild.org.

Send newsletter corrections/returns to: Beth Paul, 277 Dan Crutcher Road, Toney, AL  35773

Next Meeting: March 11, 2017 
Plaza Artist Materials
Downtown Nashville

Board Meeting at 9 a.m.
General Meeting 10:30 a.m.

March Program
(following meeting)

REMINDER: Please remember to bring your Lettering Projects from 
January and February to the March meeting.   

This is the easiest book you will ever make! It requires no sewing, 
cutting, or gluing! 

At our March meeting, everyone will get to make a small book out of 
envelopes. It can be used as a sampler, a mini journal or a gift for a 
friend. Four envelopes will be provided, but these books are so easy 
to make, you might want to bring some of your own envelopes to 
make another one! All of the envelopes must be the same size but can 
be different colors. You might also want to bring embellishments such 
as tiny envelopes, Washi tape, rubber stamps, and scrapbook type pat-
terned papers. These will enhance your book but can be added at any 
time with a glue stickor glue dots. If you wish to decorate your book, 
it would help if you bring scissors and glue. 

Come Make an Envelope Book!


