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January 14, 2017 - Guild Meeting
   (Lettering Projects are due then)

February 3 - March 27, 2017, NCG Show,     Centennial Art Center
February 23-26, 2017 - Scribehaven Retreat, Lake Barkley KY

March 11, 2017 - Guild Meeting
March 25, 2107 - “Transforming the Blank Page” w/ Sheryl Bracey

April 22 - 23, 2017 -- “Uncial- Classic to Comtemporary” w/ Carrie Imai
May 13, 2017 - Guild Meeting

September 9, 2017 - Guild Meeting
September 23 - 24, 2017 -- Copperplate with Sheryl Bracey

October 21 - 22, 2017 -- Layout and Design with Peter Thornton
November 11, 2017 - Guild Meeting

ELSEWHERE:
Letterworks Arts Conference in Ogden, Utah -- June 24 - July 1, 2017
IAMPETH Convention in Louisville, Kentucky -- July 10 - 15, 2017

President’s Message

2016-2017 NCG CALENDAR at a Glance

In the November edition of the newslet-
ter, this lovely watercolor was attributed to 
Miranda Fuller in error. The artist is actually 
Christine Shaw.  Apologies to Christine for 
the error, happy to set the record straight.

New Year’s Greetings, Fellow Scribes!

Cheers to all in the new year!

I was so glad to see those of you who joined us at our Guild Christmas 
party!   Thanks to Lynn and Ken for being such gracious hosts and open-
ing up your lovely home.

Looking forward to our January meeting - we have a lot to discuss in a 
short period of time.

Please remember to bring your Lettering Projects to display at the meet-
ing.  We will be discussing our upcoming CAC Exhibit and Scribehaven, 
among other events.   

Speaking of our CAC Exhibit - it is right around the corner - February 
3rd!  If you have pieces to display (and everyone is URGED TO CON-
TRIBUTE!)  please bring them to our January meeting.   

You will find exhibit guidelines and forms within the newsletter.  It is 
such a honor to have these art shows and venues available to us - please 
help us fill the space!

Lastly, please read your newsletter carefully to make note of all upcom-
ing events and deadlines. 

See you at the Plaza!
Lisa Webb, President

Thanks to Lisa Webb, Carol Percy, 
Vicki Brandt, Lynn Noga, Ann Cobb, 
Valerie Cypress, and Ruth Haskins 
for their contributions to this issue. 
Couldn’t do it without y’all!



It has been about two years since our last show at Centennial Art Center and this next one is coming 
up soon!  After the December rush, I hope you will have time in January to finish a piece you started 
in a workshop, frame something you have already done, or do in calligraphy that favorite quote you 
have always wanted to try!

Here are a few details:
We will have a show at Centennial Art Center February 3-March 23, 2017.
Opening reception will be Friday, Feb. 3rd from 5:00-7:00.  
Two ceramic artists will also be displaying their work, but we will have the wall space.
Pieces are always welcome for sale.  The CAC keeps 20% and you keep 80%.
Cards and prints of your work are welcome.

NOTE: Pieces will be collected at the January meeting.  
For labeling purposes, the CAC requires that all information about your work be 
turned in by January 15th.  I will collect all information and relay it to them for printing.

Labels for your work and a release form are included elsewhere in this newsletter. 

We always have a great response to our work and I’m sure this show will
be great too!  I look forward to seeing what all you’ve been doing!

Valerie Cypress
Exhibit Chair

THE NCG IS STARTING OUT 2017 ON A BUSY SCHEDULE! 
PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION SO YOU DON’T MISS ANYTHING!

It’s hard to believe that we are already planning for Scribehaven, and this will be our ninth year! 
The retreat will be February 23 - 26, 2017.  Where has the year gone?  We are still firming up com-
mitments for programs & demos. As always, we know there will be something informative and fun 
for everyone. Any questions, please contact Vicki Brandt by phone or e-mail:   (865) 671-2236, 
BrandtVL@aol.com.  Thank you all for your support of Scribehaven and making it such a special 
event.  Looking forward to seeing you at Lake Barkley!

Vicki Brandt
Scribehaven Chair

Ed. note: Registration form included elsewhere in newsletter.

2017 EXHIBIT AT CENTENNIAL ART CENTER
FEBRUARY 3 - MARCH 23, 2017

SCRIBEHAVEN AT LAKE BARKLEY
FEBRUARY 23 - 26, 2017

“Ann is asking that you MAIL your registration forms and deposit checks rather than 
bringing them to the January Guild meeting as she will not be at the meeting.  Mailing them 
will ensure that you get properly registered for any or all of these wonderful events.”



UPCOMING WORKSHOPS

Transforming the Blank Page with Sheryl Bracey
MARCH 25, 2017 - One Day Workshop

 Sheryl will demo how to use different techniques to transform your backgrounds, 
such as using paste papers, plastic wrap, walnut ink, spray painting and easy marbling.

APRIL 22-23, 2017
 Two Day Workshop

Uncial - Classic to Contemporary
 with Carrie Imai



NCG 
CHRISTMAS PARTY

2016
Thank you to Lynn and Ken Noga for hosting 
the party at their home this year!



 Catching up with Lynn Noga is no easy 
task…between her teaching, working at HCA, 
ducking into doctor appointments, rehab-ing  
houses (a business), it wasn’t easy but mission 
accomplished. After normal chit chat, (health-
wise, she is fine) and not-so-normal chit chat, (I 
had no idea she was a widow and remarried a few 
years ago), on to a few ‘normal’ questions.
 Lynn discovered calligraphy in 8th grade 
when the assignment, in art class, was to design 
a poster. Upon digging around the classroom, 
she found a Speedball Book (hopefully, we each 
are familiar with an old or new copy) and some 
dip pens! The poster must have been a real eye 
catcher because her work so impressed her heart-
filled girl friends, they paid Lynn to write their 
boyfriends’ names, (the cardboard in hose pack-
ages proved to be the perfect paper, the size fit 
on the locker doors, it was bright white and had a 
smooth surface), thus, making her a professional 
calligrapher!!!! 
 Her lettering choice? Don’t forget we are 
talking 8th grade here- Beatles’ psychedelic let-
ters. (sorta like bubble letters, but not touching). 

NCG MEMBER INTERVIEW WITH...

 Favorite books- Modern Mark Making by 
Lisa Engelbrecht, and Creative Lettering and Beyond 
by Gabri Joy Kirkendall.
 Favorite websites- (that’s easy-she teaches 
Zentangle)...www.zentangle.com and thepostman-
sknock.com. If you haven’t seen them already, fol-
low her lead and check them out. On the Zentangle 
site, do not miss the Blog part. Lynn also mentioned 
she first was introduced to the ’tangle’ from Rose 
(Wathen) and also the NCG as well. 
 Tip- Not being a fan of drawing lines she 
loves templates and a good light box. So the official 
tip is….invest in a light box.
 Favorite hand- At first, not even sure she 

Zen (OM) Tangling

LYNN NOGA
had a fave, she picked Copperplate. Then feeling guilty, she 
picked Gothic, since she has had a running job with VMI 
(yes, Virginia Military Institute) using an Old English hand 
since 1985. Every year, she has scripted their diplomas, and 
other awards the cadets have earned.  Let me interject here 
that Lynn lived in Virginia until after Sept 11, 2001. The 
9-11 attacks and the Beltway sniper attacks were just too 
close to home, so thinking of places to move to, Nashville 
was discussed (her daughter lived here for a while) as be-
ing a nice place, AND having nice, friendly people so they 
packed up and moved here. (Total agreement of the assess-
ment on Nashville)
 Least favorite hand- None.
 Other passions- Well, of course, Zentangles (have 
you seen her posts on Facebook?). But what she loves 
about the ‘tangles is being able to show others they CAN be 
creative and produce art.  Her mother was an artist, and so, 
good as she is, Lynn has always felt intimidated. (So was 
my mother and I totally understand the mother/daughter 
intimidation thing- but that’s a whole other article/book/col-
lege course). Lynn and husband Ken also love to hike and 
being in the woods.
 Good handwriting in school- Yes.
 What is the studio like? ‘Clean’, because she just 
hosted the Guild party. Her studio is really the dining room 
and her husband shares part of the room for his office while 

Lynn’s psychedelic lettering



her granddaughter is living with them while she is in school 
to be a pastry chef. (OMG, yum!). She has more than one 
desk (what a luxury!!!)
 Favorite quote? Lol …a line from the movie White 
Christmas... “All I want for Christmas is 45 minutes to 
myself”. Everyone can relate.
 I asked if she had anything else to add and she said 
no. Because we had been getting off course all along, I’ll 
throw a few things in here. There are 3 adult children in 

Virginia and New York. 
 Lynn and Ken buy houses, rehab them and sell 
them, mostly updating, they aren’t moving walls and 
kitchen sinks. Their personal house was bought in August. 
In September, they moved into an unfinished house-kitchen 
and bathroom were up and running but that’s it!!!  Their 
furnishings were piled up in the rooms with a trap over 
them, until March. That alone deserves an award!  

Ruth Haskins

 I confess: I tend to cringe when I see that a favorite journal or magazine focuses on one topic 
for the entire issue, especially if it’s a topic that isn’t on my list of interests.  I usually give it a quick 
glance and move on, not bothering to read the contents. Once in a long while, I come across a publi-
cation that convinces me that there is something special inside.
 As editor of the Nashville Calligraphers Guild newsletter, I sometimes receive newsletters and 
journals sent to the Guild. One of those, the Scriptsit by the Washington Calligraphers Guild, is one 
that I always look forward to seeing. 
 On this particular day, I opened the envelope and saw the cover: “Hermann Zapf, A Life in 
Letters”. Oh bother, a biography issue. I almost put it aside, unread, to turn in at the next Guild meet-
ing but out of curiosity, I figured I would give it a glance. I thumbed through the pages and my inner 
calligrapher woke up with a jerk.
 The eye candy had me enthralled as I turned page after page filled with examples from Zapf’s 
career. Then, I started reading the captions under the photos. This wasn’t a dry biography of someone 
who once did great work. This is modern day stuff, fonts that are in front of our faces every day. 
 So, I started again, at the beginning. And I found something very special.
  Here is a story, lovingly told, about a wonderful man, about his life, his wife, Gudrun (also 
an artist), his life’s work, and best of all, told through his own words. The incredibly long list of ac-
colades and accomplishments of this man’s career have been summarized and presented with brevity 
that teases the reader into wanting to know more about his projects and how they evolved. 
 And did I mention the photos? Pictures of calligraphy and typography, the numerous fonts he 
created and their usage on currency, book designs, the Vietnam Memorial and of course, the adaption 
for use on our computers. 
 This journal was obviously created by someone who knew his subject well. Julian Waters, 
(legend in his own write, pun intended) was a student of Zapf. Waters’ fondness, appreciation and 
respect for his teacher and mentor are very apparent throughout this publication. As I read some of the 
pages, I felt as if I were sitting at a family table, listening to stories of a beloved relative I didn’t get to 
meet. The fact that Zapf has only been gone a little over a year adds a bittersweet regret for not know-
ing his story sooner.
 I should know better than to judge a book (or magazine or journal) by first glance. I’m glad 
I took a second look at this particular Scriptsit and found a treasure inside, a beautiful tribute and a 
must read for anyone who loves letters.

Beth Paul

REVIEW:       Hermann Zapf A Life in Letters
   Scripsit Vol. 38 No 2 & Vol. 37 No 1



About the Guild
The Nashville Calligrapher’s Guild was formed in 1981 to foster the continued study, practice, and use of calligraphy among its members and to encourage community 
awareness of the art of calligraphy. To this end, the Guild meets five times a year, publishes a newsletter, and sponsors workshops and related activities.

Membership inquiries can be directed to DaleAnn Webb at  615-473-3295. Membership is open to anyone interested in calligraphy. The membership year runs from June 1 
to May 31. Dues are due on June 1 and are considered delinquent if not received within six weeks of that date. Dues are $30 per year for a regular membership, $40 a year 
for a contributing membership. Membership dues should be paid to the Treasurer: Laura Kraft, 1605 Newstead Terrace, Brentwood, TN 37027.

Meetings are held the second Saturday in September, November, January, March, and May. The Guild meets at the Plaza Arts Store in downtown Nashville, 633 Middleton 
Avenue, Nashville, TN 37203. Meetings begin at 10:30 a.m. with social time immediately before at 10:00 a.m. 

The Nashville Calligraphers Guild can be found on Facebook as well as the NCG website at http://www.nashvillecalligraphersguild.org.

Send newsletter corrections/returns to: Beth Paul, 277 Dan Crutcher Road, Toney, AL  35773

Next Meeting: Jan. 14, 2017 
Plaza Artist Materials
Downtown Nashville

Board Meeting at 9 a.m.
General Meeting 10:30 a.m.

January Program
(following meeting)

Don’t forget to bring your year long Lettering Project to display at the meeting!

$$ January Program $$ 
What Do You Charge? 

What should I charge for my work? Should I charge by the hour or by the number 
of lines of writing or number of words? What if I add color or artistic elements? Should I 
charge for rush jobs and delivery? What is the going rate for envelopes? How do I price a 
large job?  

 These and many other questions are important for getting our calligraphy 
business going and thriving.  Our January Program will be an informative, interactive 
presentation and discussion of pricing guidelines. Beth Paul will present a detailed 
formula on pricing guidelines for any art form by Curt Benzle, professional porcelain 
artist.  A generalized national survey on calligraphy will also be shared. Anyone who has 
information to share or resources on the subject is welcome to contribute to the 
discussion! We all need to work together on this topic to be fair to both ourselves and 
our paying customers! 

Come & share your questions and  
experiences! 


