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About the Guild
The Nashville Calligrapher’s Guild was formed in 1981 to foster the continued study, practice, and use of calligraphy among its members and to en-
courage community awareness of the art of calligraphy. To this end, the Guild meets five times a year, publishes a newsletter, and sponsors workshops 
and related activities.

Membership is open to anyone interested in calligraphy. Dues are $30 per year for a regular membership, $40 a year for a contributing membership. 
Membership inquiries can be directed to DaleAnn Webb at  615-473-3295.
Membership dues should be paid to: Alice Johnson, 1128 Silverleaf Terrace, Nashville, TN 37221

The Guild meets at the Plaza Arts Store in downtown Nashville, 633 Middleton Avenue, Nashville, TN 37203. Meetings are held the second Saturday 
in September, November, January, March, and May. Meetings begin at 10:30 a.m. with social time immediately before at 10:00 a.m.

For more information visit our website at:  http://nashvillecalligraphersguild.org.

CONTRIBUTORS:

A heartfelt thank you to everyone who contributed to this issue: Lisa 
Webb, Ruth Haskins, Valerie Cypress, Sheryl Bracey, Ann Cobb, Carol 
Ann Baily, Laura Kraft and Vicki Brandt. 

NCG SCHEDULE FOR 2016

March 12, 2016 -- Guild Meeting
March 19, 2016 -- Neuland w/ a Burst of Color - Sheryl Bracey

April 16 & 17, 2016 -- Foundational - Vicki Brandt
May 14, 2016 -- Guild Meeting

September 10, 2016 --Guild Meeting
September 24 & 25, 2016 -- The Enchanted Letter - Heather Held 

October 15 & 16, 2016 -- Watercolor Flowers - Vicki Brandt
November 12, 2016 - Guild Meeting

ELSEWHERE:
June 26 – July 2, 2016 -- A Show of Hands 2016 in Asheville, NC

July 11 – 16, 2016 --  IAMPETH Convention in Portland, Oregon

COVER ART:
Top of page: Work done at Scribehaven, see review.

Bottom of page: Anonymous quote was done by Beth Paul in Higgins Eternal with 
broad pen  on bristol board and embellished with black, grey, light blue and white 
strips of quilling paper. 

DUES ARE PAST DUE!

If you are reading this newsletter online and you didn’t receive a copy in the 
mail, that’s probably because you haven’t paid dues for this year. Yearly dues 
are paid every May for the upcoming year. 

See information below for details of how much and where to send the dues.

We want you as a member ! 



PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Dear Calligraphers,

For those of you who have never been to Scribehaven, 
you have missed wonderful times. We were about ten 
short of last year due to illness and other activities 
going on but we had a great time. Thank you, Vicki 
Brandt, for organizing this again this year. You always 
do a fabulous job. Thanks to Ann Cobb for lettering 
the name tags and making everyone a goodie bag from 
her abundance of IAMPETH supplies. Kay McWhorter 
inspired us all with her mini-watercolors. They are 
soooo much fun to do and she is so good at it. Laura 
Kraft led us through making three types of cards so that 
you will never have to buy a card again!! We gained a 
new member from the retreat. Mary Bacilieri, daughter 
of Dee Hardesty, enjoyed the weekend so much that 
she decided to join us. The weather was perfect and the 
people are always fun!!! Thanks especially to Josh King 
for bringing lots of supplies from Paper and Ink Arts. 
He brought his wife Katie and his little clone, Haden.

If you have not begun writing your words for the proj-
ect Ann suggested, please begin to do so. (see below for 
more info.) It will be fun to see what everyone comes 
up with.

March

Carolyn Donoho  3/1
Valerie Cypress  3/4
Anne Kaderabek  3/10

April

Diana Curtis   4/15
Gayla Hall   4/20
Dr. Nancie Schweikert 4/24
Robin Hall   4/29

NCG MEMBER
BIRTHDAYS

FOR MAR/APRIL

WELCOME, NEW MEMBERS!

The board is also discussing how we can go about 
having a new logo for our guild. We have had two 
in our 35 years so it is time to redo. Be thinking 
about what you would like to submit and we will 
give you more details later.

Have you seen our new website and Facebook 
page? If not, take a look. Miranda Fuller has 
worked many hours to get the website redone and 
will continue to redesign. She and Gayla Hall 
worked on the Facebook page. If you are not on 
Facebook you might want to do so. It’s really a lot 
of fun.

You won’t want to miss Lilo Regen’s program!!! 
She has been one of my mentors for the last thirty 
years and I appreciate her so much!!

Hopefully, we can all get together for some hugs, 
laughs and learning at the March meeting!

-Sheryl Bracey. NCG President

Gloria Toler
127 Eagles Glen Drive
Franklin, TN 37067
615-419-9121

ADDRESS CHANGE: 

Tom Seale has moved to 
Alabama.

His new address is 
359 Craftman Avenue
Fairhope, AL 36532

Sharon Perry
c/o CJ Perry
4052 Windwood Lane
Nashville, TN 37214
sperry2010@yahoo.com
615-668-5440

Barbara Costello         
1146 Chickadee Cir
Hermitage, TN 37076

Participants will work with only one carefully chosen word. The idea is to write that 
word in various styles, changing height, weight, calligraphic hands, slope, writing 
tools, writing mediums, color, paper, spacing, connections, speed, going from very 
formal to gestural to drawn letters to hybrids... not leaving one stone unturned. The 
only things that remain constant are the chosen word, the paper size (2 ½” by 3 ½”), 
and our aim for good design.

This paper size is the same as that of Artist Trading Cards.  Participants may cut their 
own paper or purchase packs of Artist Trading Cards at Plaza Artist Materials, Hobby 
Lobby, Michaels, JoAnns, or other vendors that sell them.

As with our Letter of the Week project, we will display these at our January 2017 
meeting.  These can be displayed in a book, a photo frame, or in other ways at the 
choice of the participant.

Let’s use what we have learned throughout our calligraphic training to create some 
beautiful small works of art.

-Ann Cobb

LETTERING PROJECT 2016

Mary Bacilieri
5509 Vaught Drive
Nashville, TN 37209

FIND NCG ON THE WEB:
Website:  http://www.nashvillecalligraphersguild.org

Facebook: Nashville Calligraphers Guild



SCRIBEHAVEN 2016

Scribehaven 2016 is a very fresh memory.  Once 
again, we had fantastic weather and an awesome 
group of people.  As always, the Lake Barkley 
staff members were thrilled to see us.  They no 
doubt enjoy the fabulous name tags that Rose 
Wathen lovingly creates for them every year.  The 
staff looks forward to receiving their decorated 
name tags, and they have become a tradition at 
Lake Barkley.  Thank you Rose!  

We had two terrific programs.  Our very own 
Alabama belle, Kay McWhorter, dazzled us with 
her “Tiny Watercolors” demonstration.  Then, cal-
ligrapher/crafter and all-around Cajun cutie, Laura 
Kraft, wowed us with endless possibilities for 
dynamite  handmade cards.  Kay and Laura were 
both beyond generous with their time, talent and 
supplies.  I can’t thank them enough.  

Many usual retreat attendees were unable to come 
this year, and we missed them terribly. We were 
grateful to have Josh from Paper & Ink with us 
and minding the store for Jennifer Allen.  Thanks 
to Ann Cobb for putting the goody bags together 
that included the Scribehaven name tags for 2016.  

It’s hard to believe that 2016 is behind us and 
planning is already beginning for next year.  So, 
save the date.  Scribehaven 2017 will be February 
23 — 26, 2017.  See y’all at the Lake!

Vicki Brandt

Rose Wathen, working on name tags

Josh King from Paper & Ink

Dee Hardesty and daughter Mary Bacilieri

From left to right: Marsha French, Kay McWhorter, Mary 
Bacilieri, Vicki Brandt, and Dee Hardesty

Scrivehaven 2016 Group Photo

Photos courtesy of Vicki Brandt, Laura Kraft and Sheryl Bracey.



EXHIBIT REVIEW - FRIST MUSEUM

“Treasures from the House of Alba: 
500 Years of Art and Collecting”

Exhibit dates: February 5–May 1, 2016
 
 I went to the members’ preview of the new 
Frist exhibit and was really amazed at the quality of 
the calligraphy on display.  There are some excellent 
examples of Spanish calligraphy from the 1300s to 
the 1500s included in the Treasures from the House 
of Alba.  This exhibit is at the Frist now and it is well 
worth the visit.  
 The paintings show a history of the painters 
from Rubens to Goya  to Singer Sargent.  There are 
also beautiful sculptures and furniture chosen from 
the 3 houses owned by the current Duke of Alba.
 But it is the historic documents that really 
will interest the guild members.  There are official 
documents from the Duke of Alba that bear the most 
beautiful and the smallest calligraphy that I have 
ever seen.  It is a form of blackletter, but more grace-
ful, not quite to the Fractur stage. The Alba bible 
shows wonderful illustration, plus equally beautiful 
calligraphy.  There is also later work that bears so 
many flourishes that it is almost impossible to read, 
but looks impressive on the page.  There are also 
3 documents related to Christopher Columbus -- a 
document from Queen Isabella granting the voy-
age, a list of all the sailors on the Santa Maria, and a 
hand-drawn map of the coast of Hispanola, attributed 
to Christopher Columbus himself.

Carol Ann Baily

Ed. note - See photo of document from the exhibit on 
page 6.

GUIDED TOUR FOR THE GUILD

The Guild has been invited as guests of the 
Frist Center for a guided tour of the House of 
Alba exhibition on Thursday, March 31.  We 
will gather at 5:30 p.m. and the guided tour 
will begin at 6:00 p.m.  and last approximately 
one hour.  We will then be allowed to visit on 
our own until closing.  The Café will be open 
if members want to grab something to eat be-
fore or after the tour.  The Frist parking lot will 
charge a parking fee. You can sign up for the 
tour at the meeting on March 12 or phone Carol 
Ann Baily at 615-478-9998 to get on the list for 
the tour. The deadline to sign up is March 16.

Sheryl Bracey and Marsha French

Vicki Brandt, Kay McWhorter and Marsha French

Kay demonstrating her watercolor cards.

Laura explaining her cards



15 HILARIOUS COMPLAINTS 
MEDIEVAL SCRIBES LEFT IN THE 
MARGINS

For centuries, the most important writings of Western 
civilization were faithfully preserved by the hands of 
monks.

It’s hard for us to imagine today, but even super-long 
books like the Bible were copied entirely by hand. 
And the monks and priests who did it did a great job! 
But that doesn’t mean they weren’t still human. Some-
times, a scribe would leave a short note in the margins. 
Below are 15 funny quotes from medieval margins:
• New Parchment, bad ink; I say nothing more.
• I am very cold.
• That’s a hard page and a weary work to read it.
• Let the reader’s voice honor the writer’s pen.
• This page has not been written very slowly.
• The parchment is hairy.
• The ink is thin.
• Thank God, it will soon be dark.
• Oh, my hand.
• Now I’ve written the whole thing: for Christ’s sake 

give me a drink.
• Writing is excessive drudgery. It crooks your back, 

it dims your sight, it twists your stomach and your 
sides.

• St. Patrick of Armagh, deliver me from writing.
• While I wrote I froze, and what I could not write 

by the beams of the sun I finished by candlelight.
• As the harbor is welcome to the sailor, so is the 

last line to the scribe.
• This is sad! O little book! A day will come in truth 

when someone over your page will say, “The hand 
that wrote it is no more.”

Reprinted w/ permission of Brantly Millegan
ChurchPOP, Founder & Editor

Christopher Columbus’s list of the people who went on 
his 1492 Journey of Discovery, November 16, 1498, Santo 
Domingo. Paper, 4 folios, 8 1/2 x 12 7/16 in. Dukes of Alba 
Collection, Liria Palace, Madrid, Vit. Columbus

Photo used by permission of Kathy Demonbreun, Marketing Director,
Frist Center for the Visual Arts

MEDIEVAL MEETS DIGITAL

For those of you who cannot get enough of medieval manuscripts, check out these Internet sites: 

britishlibrary.typepad.co.uk - This site may take up your whole day. The Medieval manuscripts blog is a very 
entertaining read and the pictures are high resolution. Eye candy at its best!

medievalists.net - If you are getting ready for medieval Jeopardy, this is the site to study. Very interesting posts 
of medieval life.

bookandbyte.org - This site is called Quill, Books Before Print. It shows the production of a medieval book 
step-by-step with pictures. Scripts shown are the carolingian, pre-gothic, gothic and cursive (which isn’t like 
modern cursive at all). Very informative.

sexycodicology.net - Who couldn’t love a site with a name like that? This is a blog of happenings and projects 
pertaining to medieval manuscripts around the globe with emphasis on social media, i.e. YouTube, Pinterest, 
etc. The authors also developed the DMMmaps Project, digitizedmedievalmanuscripts.org which has links to 
over 400 digitized libraries all over the world which is wonderful. However, I subscribed to the newsletter just 
so I wouldn’t miss another post about the “Medieval Killer Bunny.” 

-Beth Paul

“Everything I Do, I Do For You,” 11” x 14”, gouache, Windsor Newton 
gold ink on nasty fake parchment paper. Created in 1992.

In honor of the late
Alan Rickman, actor 
and calligrapher.



 I had the privilege of interviewing Lilo 
today. 
 But when I went to look up her number, I 
realized I didn’t know her last name-then it came to 
me…. she is so famous to us, she goes by just her 
first name like Elvis or Cher!
 She got interested in calligraphy in school. 
There weren’t yearbooks then in Germany, but 
they had Memory Books which were blank books 
in which friends wrote a nice verse or short poem 
to be remembered. She still has hers! Her teacher 
wrote in Fracture in the book and taught it also. In 
school, she also did a term 
paper on the history of the 
alphabet (so did I and I bet 
many more of us did too).
 Go-to book? Great 
answer, “It depends on 
what hand,” she said. 
She’s doing an Italic Pro-
gram at our March meet-
ing, so right now her go-to 
books were “Arright’s 
Running Hand” by Paul 
Standard, “Written Let-
ters” by Jacqueline Svar-
en, “Italic Letters” by Inga 
Dubay and Barbara Getty 
and of course, “Founda-
tion of Calligraphy” by Sheila Waters.
 Favorite site? No, just Googles any prob-
lems and searches that way.
 Any tips? Really understand the Roman 
(capitals-they didn’t have minuscules) -study their 
design. 
 Favorite hand? Italic and Running 
Bookhand.
 Least favorite hand? None really, maybe 
Carolingian.
 Other passions? First, would be painting 
with watercolor and second place is cooking.
 Hand writing in school? Acceptable, and of 
course we had penmanship class.
 Studio? She has her own room-no kitchen 
table for her-she mentioned a number of desks, 
(i.e. paper cutting desk) easel, and clutter!!! And it 
sounded cozy with slanted walls.
 Favorite quote ”Enjoy the true being,
                       The serious play behold,
                       No living thing is one,
                       But always be manifold” -Goethe
 Obviously, Lilo’s from Germany, (after 
WWII, her town was reassigned to Russia and 
renamed-so she can truly never go home again) so 
I was hoping for a wonderfully, romantic story of 
Lilo walking down a German street in a dirndl and 
meeting an American soldier, marring and moving 
here. No such luck. She came to Nashville to visit 

her sister in Gallatin (who did 
marry and an American) and she 
got a job in Vanderbilt Hospital 
doing what is now called coding. 
Once, while at lunch in a cafete-
ria, a nice Southern man asked 
if he could sit with her, and after 
enjoying their lunch together, he 
said, “May I give you a ring?” 
Totally taken aback, she said 
“No! Please don’t.” She never 
saw him again. (Poor nice man, I 
wonder what he thought!) I never 
did get around to ask her about 
how she did met her husband.
 Her story IS straight out of 
the WWII movies-her family had 
to escape the war.  Fortunately, 

instead of having to walk with push carts along the roads, 
they found a ride to the Baltic Sea, to board a ship to Copen-
hagen. Again, fortunately, they got a cabin for 4. However, 
the ship was designed for 800 but boarded 2,000 so there 
were 21 in the cabin! In Denmark, they were able to live in a 
college dorm-again with too many people. After the war, her 
family was able to return to Germany, to a small, untouched 
town, where her mother’s cousin had a house. 
 A few years ago, her daughter had Lilo go to the 
library and record her story for NPR’s StoryCorps. You 
just might hear hers one day. See! She really is a first name 
celebrity! 
 Oh!….. her last name is Regen.

-Ruth Haskins

Lilo...
INTERVIEW WITH GUILD MEMBER



Next Meeting: March 12, 2015 
Plaza Artist Materials
Downtown Nashville

Board Meeting at 9 a.m.
General Meeting 10:30 a.m.

March Program
(following meeting)

Send newsletter corrections/returns to: Beth Paul, 277 Dan Crutcher Road, Toney, AL  35773

This Month’s Program

The Italic hand enjoys great popularity 
among calligraphers. Ludovico degli Arrighi 
published the first printed writing manual 
in 1522 in which he features the italic style 
he called cancellaresca corsiva or chancery 
cursive. He gave very clear guidelines for 
the construction of minuscules but failed to 
do so for majuscules.  The result is an over-
whelming variety of forms. We will look for 
the unifying design principles of the italic 
majuscules.  Please bring a sharpie and a 
3mm broad edge marker.

Italic Majuscules

Carson-Newman University in Jefferson City, Tennessee, has been gifted a complete set of 
the Heritage Edition of the Saint John’s Bible (www.saintjohnsbible.org) and is projecting 
the opening of the Saint John’s Bible Gallery for Fall 2016. They are in communication with 
Donald Jackson, artistic director and primary calligrapher for the Bible project (https://www.
saintjohnsbible.org/promotions/process/dream), to be the keynote speaker for the grand open-
ing of the gallery. He is also the calligrapher for the Queen of England. 

The university planning team is exploring possibilities to suggest to Mr. Jackson to coincide 
with his visit regarding a session with him for area calligraphers and graphic artists. Tentative 
plans are to hold a Thursday night grand opening celebration and perhaps a Saturday event 
with him. Very tentative date for the gallery opening is Thursday, October 6, 2016. This would 
leave Friday available for unhurried viewing of the exhibit or to tour area attractions.

More information will be available soon.  This opportunity will be opened to graphic artists 
and calligraphers in Tennessee, Georgia, Alabama, North Carolina, Kentucky, Indiana, and 
other nearby areas.

ST. JOHN’S BIBLE COMING TO TENNESSEE


