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About the Guild
The Nashville Calligrapher’s Guild was formed in 1981 to foster the continued study, practice, and use of calligraphy among its members and to encourage 
community awareness of the art of calligraphy. To this end, the Guild meets five times a year, publishes a newsletter, and sponsors workshops and related 
activities.

Membership is open to anyone interested in calligraphy. Dues are $30 per year for a regular membership, $40 a year for a contributing membership. Mem-
bership inquiries and dues should be directed to:
Alice Johnson, 1128 Silverleaf Terrace, Nashville, TN 37221

The Guild meets at the Plaza Artist Materials in downtown Nashville, 633 Middleton Avenue, Nashville, TN 37203. Meetings are held the second Saturday 
in September, November, January, March, and May. Meetings begin at 10:30 a.m. with social time immediately before at 10:00 a.m.

For more information, call Sheryl Bracey at (615) 824--5989 or visit our website at:  http://nashvillecalligraphersguild.org.

This Issue’s Contributors:

Thanks to Ann Cobb, Sheryl Bracey, Valerie Cypress, Lisa 
Webb, Ruth Haskins, Carol Hall, Leslie Tardy, and Joyce 
Skaggs for their contributions to this issue. 

NCG CALENDAR 2014-2015
2014

9/20-- Fun Ways for Jazzing Up Your Envelopes with 
Sheryl Bracey

9/27 & 9/28 -- Stone Carving with Reggie Ezell

10/16 & 10/17 -- Flourishing with Heather Held

10/18 & 10/19 -- Flourishing with Heather Held

12/7 - Christmas Open House 

2015
3/21 -- One-Day Workshop TBA
4/25 & 4/26-- Two-Day Workshop TBA
7/13 - 7/18 -- IAMPETH in Franklin, Tennessee
7/25 – 8/1 -- International Conference in California
9/19-- One-Day Workshop TBA
10/17 – 10/18 -- Two-Day Workshop TBA

BUSINESS SECTION



 LETTER FROM THE
 PRESIDENT
  - Sheryl Bracey

I don’t know where to begin my 
first President’s Letter for this 
new guild year. I have not held 
this job for 16 years!! Since I 
have held most of the positions 
I felt like the new people needed 
to have the opportunity to serve. 
The Committee convinced me 
that “seasoned” is good....so, 
here we go...as a group...togeth-
er!!! I have big shoes to fill after 
Rose has served for the past four 
years. It will take me a while to 
catch up on what has been go-
ing on in the board meetings but 
I have been reading all that has 
taken place so be patient with 
me.

The Board met at my home this 
summer and we have a lot going 
on. Lisa Webb had a death in the 
family so she came over a cou-
ple of weeks later. She has some 
awesome programs planned for 

the year so plan to take part. If 
she asks for your help, please 
jump right in there! 

We have workshops with Heath-
er Held, Julian Waters and Reg-
gie Ezell for the rest of this year. 
Next year our guild will be 
hosting IAMPETH under the 
direction of the new President, 
our own Ann Cobb. It should 
be an exciting time and I would 
ask that you sign up to help her 
make this the best one yet! The 
dates are July 13-18, 2015 In 
Franklin, TN.

If you have not paid your dues 
for the coming guild year, please 
do so. We don’t want you to 
miss out on anything!!!

A new activity that we are add-
ing this year is a Christmas 
Open House. We have NEVER 

See Sheryl’s Bio
 in this issue!

9/4 - Yvonne Perry
9/15 - Kate Page
9/16 - Patrice Hicks
9/16 - Jean Parker
9/17 - Sue Dippold
9/22 - Sheryl Bracey
9/23 - Lilo Regen

done anything for the holiday 
and I thought it would be fun 
to have time to visit!! It will 
be at my home Dec. 7 from 
1-4. We don’t have the details 
all worked out yet but put this 
date down on your calendar. I 
hope you won’t mind driving 
to Hendersonville. All of the 
details will be in the Novem-
ber newsletter with directions.

Special thanks to all of those 
who rotated off of the board 
and to those joining us this 
year. I am looking forward to 
an exciting time of learning 
and fellowship.

The Board will be meeting 
Sept. 13 at 9 am at Plaza be-
fore the meeting.

Hear me sing....”See you.....in 
September...”  

10/3 - Joann Truss
10/9 - Louise Thompson
10/12 - Carol Percy
10/24 - Susan Page
10/24 - Mary Henderson

NCG 
MEMBERS

WITH
UPCOMING
BIRTHDAYS



Updates: 
Heather Held’s 
Artful Flourish 
workshop has 
been so popular 
that we have 
added a second 
class on Thurs-
day and Friday, 
Oct 16 & 17, 
2014. Currently, there is one opening left in the Saturday/Sunday 
session and six openings in the Thursday/Friday session. 

Sheryl Bracey’s 
Jazzing Up 
Your Envelopes 
on September 
20th has two 
openings left. 
 

Reggie Exell’s Stone Carving Workshop 
has two openings left.

 

WORKSHOP
 NEWS

- Ann Cobb

Notes:
Workshops for 2015 will be announced in January.  The spring workshops will be opened for registra-
tion then.  Registration for the fall workshops will open in May.

Remember to submit the registration form along with your deposit check payable to Nashville Cal-
ligraphers Guild to hold your space in any workshop that you wish to attend.  Your check should be 
for the amount of deposit only.

The Guild truly appreciates everyone’s support of our workshops.  It is only through your support that 
we can bring top-rated teachers to our Guild.

For complete descriptions of 
workshops and sign-up forms, 
see pages 8-9 of the newsletter.



IAMPETH CONVENTION

IAMPETH PLANNING MEETING
Those interested in helping with IAMPETH 2015 are encouraged to attend the September planning 
meeting, which will immediately follow the Guild’s business meeting and program on Saturday, Sep-
tember 13, at Plaza Artist Materials in Nashville.  We will take a look at items from the goody bags 
from both Legacies II (in Dallas) and IAMPETH 2014.  We will talk about centerpieces for tables, 
possible donations, possible spouse activities, and other things related to the convention.
I look forward to seeing you then!

Ann Cobb, IAMPETH President 2014-2015

Carol Hall - 
“Here is a sampling of work I did 
at my first Iampeth Convention. 
Clockwise from the top: Rosemary 
Buscek: Painting the Decorative Let-
ter, Bob Hurford: Spencerian Ladies 
Hand, Marian Gault: Chancery 
Cursive Italic, BobHurford: Colored 
Pencil Basics, and Michael Kecseg: 
Pointed Pen Variations. It is hard for 
me to pick a favorite but I learned 
a great deal from Sheila Waters 
who taught The Golden Thread, A Rich History of Written Forms. “

This year, IAMPETH was held in India-
napolis, Indiana on August 4-9, 2014. For 
those of you who may not know, our own 
Ann Cobb is the IAMPETH President 
for 2014-2015. One of her duties is to 
designate the location for the next conven-
tion which will be in July of 2015. She 
has chosen Franklin, Tennessee! And that 
means we are the Host Guild! Everyone is 
encouraged to volunteer so that next year’s 
IAMPETH will be the best yet.

IAMPETH is coming...

Current and Past IAMPETH Presidents!
Ann Cobb and Heather Held

Don’t forget - 
Heather will be here in October

teaching her workshops!



and we then discovered we were both going to 
the conference.  It was a joyous reunion around 
something we both love: lettering!

I highly recommend the International Confer-
ence for anyone wishing to further their knowl-
edge and practice of calligraphy, or to just have 
a wonderful time with people who love letters 
as we do.  The next one will be held in Sonoma 
Valley, California.”  

Carol Hall  -

 “I attended my second interna-
tional calligraphy conference in 
Dallas, Texas this summer.  As 
with the first one, I was not dis-
appointed!  I took a week-long 
class with Gemma Black, an 
accomplished Australian callig-
rapher, an excellent teacher, and 
an all-around wonderful person.  
She taught a class called "Viva-
cious Versals," where she first 
covered historical examples of versals and after 
practicing those, we went on to study and prac-
tice David Jones' version of versals, and finally 
Gemma's "vivacious versals." 

 In addition, I took three mini-classes in the eve-
nings.  These were also richly rewarding to me.  

This conference held special meaning for me, in 
that I connected with a friend from over thirty 
years ago!  I was reading John Stevens' new book 
last year and saw her name in the credits as one 
of the proofreaders.  I found her on Facebook 

LEGACIES CONFERENCE

Ann Cobb - 

“One Breakout session that 
I enjoyed at Legacies II was 
Wear Your Art, where we 
made sterling silver pen-
dants from Precious Metal 
Clay.  The clay is rolled out, 
the design is transferred to the clay, the clay is fired either 
with a torch or in a small kiln, the piece is cleaned, the 
patina is added, and it is ready to wear.”

 

The 33rd International Lettering Arts Conference was held in Dallas Texas, July 19-26, 2014

A sample of Carol’s work in class



 Since our new president is Sheryl Bracey 
I thought I would interview her, instead of ran-
domly picking a member. She has been the presi-
dent before, but that was before I was a member, 
and that may be true of you too! So I asked the 
normal questions…
      What’s your fav. web site? Bow Valley Cal-
ligraphy Guild. (Say what?) Well, Bow Valley is 
in Alberta, Canada and they have held the In-
ternational Conference and ‘Stampede 2013’. 
Sheryl said, Bow Valley used to put out book/
magazines similar to D.C.’s  Scriptsit. I visited the 
site (http://www.bvcg.ca) and fell in love, in their 
gallery there was a tea pot shape all filled in with 
different kinds of teas!!!!!
    Fav. tip? Always use an exemplar-letter forms 
that are worthy of being copied (FYI- exemplar vs 
example-and example can be good or bad) . Don’t 
rely on your memory! 
    Fav. book(s) 
1. Foundations of Calligraphy by Sheila Waters
2. Modern Calligraphy by Lisa Engelbrecht
3. The Art and Craft of Hand Lettering by Annie 
Cicale
a little personal note here- they are all very good 
books but, you have to more then just own them! 
Note to self, work through them!
    Any other passions? Oh Yes! Sheryl used to 
cater wedding cakes. Key words here are ‘used to’. 
The cakes were fun to make, the hard part was the 
delivery!!!! (corners, stops, other cars, etc) But she 
does still whip one up for special occasions. Then 
there is painting that she ‘dabbles’ in and uses 
sometimes in calligraphic work. Loves to travel 
and go to new places and meet new people. 

Oh, and cards- she loves to send cards and deco-
rate the envelopes. Then there is Sewing for Na-
tions, she and her granddaughters have sewn 40 

dresses and 5 draw string bags for school books for 
children in Africa. She also sings in her choir….
but when her husband was in Desert Storm she 
joined a dinner theater donning a Tina Turner 
wig and pink boa. I’m not sure what she sang, 
but I’d like to see a repeat of that show!!!! 
    How did you come to calligraphy? “At age 4” 
(again, say what!!!!) She loved to copy her mother’s 
envelopes that came in the mail. She continued 
to work on her hand writing well into her 20’s 
when a friend asked Sheryl to join her in a cal-
ligraphy class. Sheryl didn’t even know the word 
calligraphy! She joined, and I’d say she became 
very proficient in the word ‘calligraphy’.
    Fav. hand? All of them. Except, she ‘doesn’t en-
joy’ Carolingian. (how diplomatic is she???)
    I also asked about her being on TV- seems she 
was interviewed for the Hendersonville Newspa-
per and Harry Chapman, from Talk of the Town 
TV show, then called her too. But he didn’t get to 
come, a crew was sent to her home and shot her 
at her desk (after a mouse figurine was removed 
so as not to scare the wits out of the lady inter-
viewing her- say what!!!!)
    Fav. quote? She loves doing scriptures but the 
quote that came to mind is from Ralph Waldo 
Emerson “The ornament of a house is the friends 
who frequent it”. And with all that she does you 
know she has lots of friends and family decorat-
ing her home!!!!

BIOGRAPHY
- Ruth Haskins

Sheryl with husband Fred



Many of you have mentioned that you would 
like to have a class about decorating envelopes. In 
September, I will be sharing envelope ideas with 
you in a one-day workshop. I will concentrate on  
Holidays and birthdays but will give ideas that 
you can use on envelopes for any occasion. I will 
show you how I use the greeting card or the post-
age stamp to guide me into an envelope idea. Most 
of you will already have the supplies needed.  Your 
$8.00 supply fee for will cover extras you will use 
and color copies for you to take home.

WORKSHOPS

The Artful Flourish

Heather Victoria Held
October 18 and 19

OR 16 and 17, 2014

9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Location:  Plaza Arts

Estimated Cost: $125.00 

Offhand Flourishing is an ornate, non-lettering calli-
graphic art form based on 19th Century pen techniques. 
The flourished designs are spontaneous and meditative 
and created with very little pre-planning. The designs 
are unique to each individual and the results are very 
rewarding, Historic designs such as scrolls, quills and or-
namental cartouches will be explored as well as contem-
porary floral designs. During the workshop, the student 
will explore the essential strokes of these versatile designs 
and learn colouring and embellishing techniques to add 
depth and interest. There are limitless possibilities with 
these ornate flourishes. It is an exciting experience and 
open to students of all skill levels. Students should be 
comfortable using a pointed pen.

Put It In Stone
with

Reggie Ezell
September 27 and 28, 2014

9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Location:  Paper and Ink Arts

Estimated Cost:    $140.00 

Beneath that mild mannered exterior of many a calligrapher 
beats the heart of a sculptor. Let the chisel out of the closet 
- not in traditionally incised letters on a flat surface of slate, 
but with forms (images and letters) emerging from out of 
the three dimensional rock’s irregular and undulating sur-
faces. A variety of small, hand held electric tools, as well as 
chisels, Xacto knives, and sandpapers will be used to work 
in the gorgeous, multicolored, soft alabaster. For examples 
and inspiration see the book Schrift und Symbol. No previ-
ous experience in stone cutting is necessary. 
Note: Participants will have a supplies fee for stones used in class.

Fun Ways to Jazz Up
Your Envelopes

Sheryl Bracey
September 20, 2014

9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Location:  Plaza Arts

Workshop Fee: $40.00
Supplies Fee: $8.00 



SIGN-UP FORMS
Fun Ways for Jazzing Up Your Envelopes w/ Sheryl Bracey (Plaza)

Name _____________________________________________________________
Address ___________________________________________________________
Phone _________________________  Alt. Phone _________________________
Email Address _____________________________________________________
Workshop Fee   $40                Amount Enclosed _______________
Non-members, please add $30 to workshop fee.
Make checks payable to Nashville Calligraphers Guild
Supplies fee of $ 8.00 – check payable to Sheryl Bracey and included with registration form and 
workshop check.
Mail deposits, supplies fee checks, and registration form to:
Ann Cobb, Workshop Chair, 134 LaPlaza Drive, Hendersonville, TN  37075
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The Artful Flourish with Heather Held - (Plaza Arts)

Name _____________________________________________________________
Address ___________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip  _____________________________________________________
Phone _________________________  Alt. Phone __________________________
Email Address ______________________________________________________

Please enclose your non-refundable Workshop Deposit of $35.00 payable to Nashville 
Calligraphers Guild.   Non-members, please add $30 to workshop fee.
Mail deposits and registration form to:
Ann Cobb, Workshop Chair, 134 LaPlaza Drive, Hendersonville, TN  37075

Put It In Stone with Reggie Ezell - (Paper and Ink Arts)

Name _____________________________________________________________
Address ___________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip  _____________________________________________________
Phone _________________________  Alt. Phone __________________________
Email Address ______________________________________________________

Please enclose your non-refundable Workshop Deposit of $35.00 payable to Nashville 
Calligraphers Guild.   Mail deposits and registration form to:
Ann Cobb, Workshop Chair, 134 LaPlaza Drive, Hendersonville, TN  37075



PROGRAM
  - Lisa Webb

Participants in the Summer Envelope Exchange 
will be displaying the envelopes each received 
over the summer.  Enjoy seeing what your fellow 

guild members created!

ALSO AT THE SEPT MEETING:

Greetings, NCG Members! 
I am looking forward to our September meeting and to welcoming everyone back after the summer. 
We are starting off our year with a couple programs:

1.  “LETTER A WEEK” INTRODUCTION – (ongoing activity)
Starting September 13th – For any interested Guild Member who would like to letter the alphabet in 
any style over the coming year.  Each letter should be no bigger than 3 x 3 inches. The project would 
be ongoing and will end with your letters displayed at the May meeting.  This could be great practice 
and a lot of fun.  Please come up with creative display ideas….whether it is a book, a notebook, a 
poster mounted display – whatever!  This is a fun idea for whomever would like to participate – no 
pressure, no worries – just the Joy of Lettering!

 2. SEPTEMBER 13TH  PROGRAM … 
    ”ALPHABET SOUP”
Come and join us for 4 ‘alphabet’ stations of 4 
different lettering styles showcased by Guild 
members!   Contributors to cooking the Alpha-
bet Soup are: 
Maxine Gaither - Funky, Fun Letters
Carol Hall - Blackletter
Lilo Regen - Italic
Carol Savage - Pointed Pen
We will have fun reviewing, refining or perhaps 
learning something new!  Please bring any fa-
vorite pens, pencils or markers you would like 
to have on you – graph paper will be provided. 
Looking forward to seeing everyone then!                   

Workshop Survey Form will be taken at the Guild 
meeting.  Each member present will have input 
in the workshops that we plan for the next two 
years.

222
Sweatshirts from the 2009 IAMPETH Conven-
tion in Nashville will be available for purchase at 
the Guild meeting for $5.00 each!  We will also 
have two small John DeCollibus prints available 
for sale.  Proceeds from the sale of these items will 
go into IAMPETH’s scholarship fund.

Sept. 13, 2014
Plaza Artist Materials

Downtown Nashville

Board Meeting at 9:00 a.m.
General Meeting at 10:30 a.m.

Program 
IAMPETH Planning Meeting

NEXT MEETING

Envelope by Ron Ross


