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Randall Hasson  
taught Journal Workshops at Paper & Ink Arts in 

January.  This is a sample from a page in his journal.
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ABOUT THE GUILD 
The Nashville Calligraphers Guild 
was founded in 1981 to foster the 
continued study, practice and use of 
calligraphy among its members and to 
encourage community awareness of the 
art of calligraphy.  To this end, the Guild 
meets five times a year, publishes a 
newsletter and sponsors workshops and 
related activities.  The Guild meets in 
downtown Nashville at:  Plaza Arts, 633 
Middleton Avenue,  Nashville, TN  37203 

MEMBERSHIP 
Membership is open to anyone 
interested in calligraphy.  Dues are $30 
per year for regular membership and 
$40 for contributing membership.  Dues 
are due by June 1st of each year.  
Membership inquiries, address changes 
and dues should be directed to the Guild 
Treasurer:   Alice Johnson, 1128 Silverleaf 
Terrace, Nashville, TN 37221. !
PRESIDENT:  Rose Wathen 615-516-7965 
VICE PRESIDENT:  Valerie Cypress 
TREASURER:  Alice Johnson 
CORRESPONDING SEC.:   Lynn Noga 
RECORDING SECRETARY:  Carol Savage 
BOARD:  DaleAnn Webb 
BOARD:  Lisa Webb 
BOARD:  Ruth Haskins 
BOARD:  Carol Ann Baily 
LIBRARIAN:    Patrice Hicks 
NEWSLETTER: Rose Wathen 
  Joyce Skaggs 
REFRESHMENTS:  OPEN 
WEBSITE:  Ann Cobb 
WORKSHOPS: , Ann Cobb 
EXHIBITS:  Valerie Cypress 
 Molly Povolny 
MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE:  
 Sue Dippold 
 Lynn Noga 
 DaleAnn Webb 
DOOR PRIZES:  Louise Thompson !

NEWSLETTER 
Newsletter Editor:  Rose Wathen 
1637 Stewarts Ferry Pike,  
Hermitage TN 37076 
rawathen@att.net !
Printer: Staples 
Mailer:  Joyce Skaggs 
Host site for meetings:  Plaza Arts 

New Members & 
Updated Addresses !

New Members: 
Debe Slocum 
P. O. Box 1008 
Coldwater, MS  38618 
debe0604@gmail.com !
Les Tardy !
Changes of Address: !
Kimberly Blevins 
kimberly.blevins1234@gmail.com !
Susan Page 
scpage@att.net !!!!
Be sure to keep your address, 
email, and phones up to date with 
the Guild. 

Birthdays

NCG Calendar
March 8, 2014 NCG Guild Meeting

March 22, 2014 Introduction to 
Flourishing Workshop 
with Ann Cobb

April 12, 13, 2014 Blackletter workshop 
with Julian Waters

May 10, 2014 NCG Guild Meeting

July 19-26, 2014 Legacies II Calligraphy 
Conference in Dallas, 
Texas

August 3-10, 2014 IAMPETH in 
Indianapolis, IN

September 13, 
2014

NCG Guild Meeting

September 20, 
2014

1-Day Workshop with 
Sheryl Bracey

September 27 
and 28, 2014

Stone Carving 
Workshop with Reggie 
Ezell

October 18-19, 
2014

Flourishing with 
Heather Held

November 8, 
2014

NCG Guild Meeting

Thanks  Thanks to Ruth Haskins 
for her guild member interviews.  To 
Valerie Cypress & Carolyn Lovelace 
for the idea & execution of our 
exhibit.  Also to Valerie for good 
Guild meeting programs.  To Ann 
Cobb for organizing our workshops 
& her diligent work with IAMPETH.  
To Alice Johnson for her accounting 
abilities.  To DaleAnn Webb for 
staying on top of our new member 
packets.  To Vicki Brandt for 
organizing Scribehaven.  It takes 
many members to make it all work.  
Thanks so much for your time!!

4-Mar Valerie Cypress

10-Mar Anne Kaderabek

12-Mar Donna Stallings

23-Mar Kathy Evetts

28-Mar Kathy Ogles

20-Apr Gayla Hall

29-Apr Robyn Hall
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From the President 
 I don’t know about you but I am so very ready for this ‘polar vortex’ 
to be gone from Nashville!  I am okay with cold weather but swinging 40+ 
degrees in one day is hard on a person.  Soon, our spring will be here.  My 
crocus are blooming, so we are about done with this winter. 
 Our NCG workshops are both full this spring.  Introduction to 
Flourishing Workshop with Ann Cobb was designed to get folks ready for 
flourishing in the fall with Heather Held.  The Blackletter workshop with 
Julian Waters is also booked.  I am so glad that our classes are well 
attended.  The Guild tries to host workshops that will stretch you and meet 
your needs.  Cub reporters are needed in these classes.  Be sure to take 
pictures and notes and consider writing articles for the newsletter.  We 
have more workshops planned for fall 2014.  Registration forms will be 
posted in the May newsletter. 
 Guild Elections will take place at the May NCG meeting.  Several of 
the board members will be rolling off and new hands are needed to take 
the helm.  If you are interested in a leadership role, please let me or any 
board member know.  If you have questions about responsibilities and 
expectations, please ask.  We have been a strong Guild for 30+ years now.  Is 
it your turn to step up and take a more involved part in our Guild?  If you 
are asked to serve, please give it your heartfelt consideration. 
 Thanks to Carol Ann Baily, Joyce Skaggs, Ann Cobb, Marilyn Stirrett, 
and Valerie Cypress for hanging the Guild Exhibit at Fifty Forward in 
Donelson.  Valerie has organized and gathered art, printed art tags and 
coordinated with the venue.  Fifty Forward has a dinner theater going on 
while our show is hung so many types of visitors will be able to enjoy our 
work. It was so nice to see the variety of pieces and artists from our Guild.  
Several of you stretched yourself with new work.  It may have been the first 
time to exhibit for some of you - so very proud of you!  Be sure to visit the exhibit.  Take the time to read what your peers have 
to say and admire the variety of hands and artwork.  Many thanks to you all for exhibiting! 
 As I write this note, I am making my list of what to take to the Guild’s Scribehaven Retreat at Lake Barkley.   Each 
year that I have attended, I have experienced something unique, relaxing, and motivating.  Valerie said something to me the 
other day while we were hanging work.  She wanted her husband to meet more of us so that he would understand why she 
volunteers and chooses to be an active member of the Guild.  I share with her the love of the Guild.  The more I do, the more I 
learn.  I can look at my work, my bookshelves of workshop notebooks, my tools, my supplies…I can trace so many parts of my 
calligraphy to different friends and workshops with the Guild.  We have an impact on each other and on our art.  
Scribehaven is one aspect of our Guild activities that nourishes and motivates my creative juices.  Thanks to Vicki Brandt for 
organizing.  
 Happy mid-winter to you all.  Thank you for contributing to the success of the Guild! 

Rose Wathen,      NCG President 

About Workshops… !
Julian Waters' Blackletter workshop is 
filled.  If you wish to be placed on the 
waiting list for the class, you may 
send your registration form and 
deposit check to Ann Cobb.  Supplies 
list for this workshop will be emailed 
to those enrolled in March. !
Registration for the three fall 
workshops will open with the May 
Guild newsletter.  Watch for workshop 
descriptions and registration forms in 
that newsletter. !
A reminder regarding registration for 
two-day workshops:  Your workshop 
check should be ONLY for the amount 
of the deposit -- not the full workshop 
amount.  The balance due for the 
workshop is collected the morning of 
the first day of the workshop.  All 
checks are to be made payable to 
Nashville Calligraphers Guild. !
Thank you for supporting the Guild 
workshops with your attendance. 

Fifty Forward NCG Exhibit in Donelson 
February 22 - April 3, 2014 
Hours:  Monday-Friday 8am-5pm, Saturday 8am-12pm 
108 Donelson Pike, Nashville, TN 37214 
Phone:(615) 883-8375 

14 calligraphers, 66 pieces
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This & That Carol Savage is teaching Introduction to 
Calligraphy and Copperplate at Willow Oak Arts 
Studio in Springfield.  Interested students should 
contact her for details.      
Calligraphy For life’s Celebrations!  
South Home studio at 105 Foxrun, Springfield TN 
37172       314-341-0017

Save the Date 
IAMPETH 2015!

!
Franklin Marriott, Cool Springs 

Franklin, Tennessee 
July 13 – 18, 2015 

Will you be selling your pens at IAMETH 
this summer?!
Ruth!!
Yoke Pen Co <yokepen@gmail.com> 
wrote:!
Yes I do plan on it. I will be attending and 
hope to have a vendor space but also 
want to take classes and they said vendor 
space will be limited and priority will go to 
those who would be at their space full 
time.  Regardless, I will be there with 
holders and could arrange for us to meet 
if the vendor space did not work out.!

Thanks, 
Chris!

Great. Buying a pen staff is so much 
better in person.  May I pass on the info 
to the Memphis and Nashville guilds?!
Ruth!!
From: Yoke Pen Co 
<yokepen@gmail.com>!
Subject: Re: Pens!!!!!!
Absolutely.  Thanks.!

IAMPETH 2015 
 Our next IAMPETH planning meeting will be on 
Saturday, March 8, 2014, immediately following the Guild 
meeting and program at Plaza Artist Materials.  If you are 
interested in helping with the convention or preparing 
for it, you are asked to attend this meeting 
 We will look at areas in which individual 
members and small groups of members can help.  We 
will continue taking volunteers for the various 
committees and areas of need. 
 We will be looking specifically at items that could 
be included in the goody bags.  Beth Paul has already 
discussed two ideas with me that we will explore at the 
meeting.  I encourage each of you to bring ideas to that 
meeting. 
 If you cannot attend this meeting but are 
interested in helping with the convention, please email 
me your area(s) of interest prior to that date.  We will 
continue to meet several times prior to convention.  
Hopefully everyone interested will be able to attend 
some of the meetings. 
 If you have questions, feel free to ask.  I look 
forward to seeing you on March 8.

• Lynn Noga is teaching Zentangle around town.  
Email her for locations and times.. 

• Rose Wathen teaches in Hermitage quarterly if 
anyone is interested:  Copperplate 1, copperplate 2, 
Beginner Italic, Simple Bookbinding. 
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The day I called Marsha French she had 

gotten great news from her oncologist. Today 
was her last chemo treatment and she's looking 
so good her treatment has changed, and no 
longer has to start radiation! Just a surgery down 
the road and then dancing in the street!!!!!  
• OK, on to questions...Marsha was introduced to 

calligraphy in jr. high art class-the teacher did a 
week long unit even including logos! From 
there she bought the obligatory Sheaffer 
Calligraphy Pen sets through out the years. 
Then, in 1993, while visiting her mom in 
Chattanooga,  she noticed in the paper info 
about a 6 week long calligraphy class. She 
signed up, and drove back and forth each week! 
Once the teacher realized she was from the 
Nashville area the teacher was aghast Marsha 
was doing that. Telling her that Nashville had 
one of the best guilds in the country (we knew 
that didn't we???) and one of the best 
instructors- Lilo!!!!! (nice to know that!) Marsha 
finished the course, and got in touch with Lilo 
who in turn got her in the guild.  

• Fav books? She goes back to her notes from 
the 3 Reggie classes (twice taking '26 Seeds' and 
once of  'Primitive to Modern') 

• Fav sites? She checks out the sites of different 
people she knows or hears about.  

• Her tip? ALWAYS use that cover sheet! 
• Her fav hand? Italic, Copperplate, Gothic and 

brush lettering - typical Marsha, she says she's 
friends with them all. 

• Other passions? Golf, and much of her time 
has been spent in care giving to her Mom, and 
the past few months, herself! 

• Yes, she's always been concerned about 
penmanship and ripped up many a thank you 
note or plain note because it just wasn't up to 
her standards! 

• Her studio isn't a sprawling space, but rather a 
corner of the bonus room. 

• Fav Quote:"I would rather live my life as if 
there is a God and die and find out there isn't, 
than to live my life as if there isn't and die and 
find out there is."  !

I asked her if she had anything to add. "Yes", she 
said, "I have met some of my dearest friends in 
the guild!!!!!"....now THAT's a resounding 
endorsement of the NCG! 

If you haven't had the pleasure of meeting Carol Savage 
personally, maybe you have read about her recently in our 
newsletter, the paper or seen her in the news. She did a 
reproduction of the Constitution on velum. So I won't go into 
that since it's easy to find- Google her.  

 I asked her a few questions- She got interested in 
calligraphy first as a graduate student, in teaching art, 
when she was immersed in all sorts of media expressions-
pottery, fiber-batik, spinning and weaving, painting, 
calligraphy, psychology of children in art (how a child sees 
the world), etc.  She had already been teaching art for 
3 years when her teacher had said, "You know, you could 
make money with calligraphy!"  A liberating idea that 
stayed with her- so when she got married she designed 
her on wedding invitations (a scroll), response cards, and, 
of course, addressed them. After that, friends seeing her 
work, just started asking her to do jobs.  
•As for fav. books she offered up David Harris' Calligraphy 
Bible and Emma Callery's Complete Calligrapher. 
•Fav. Internet site?- IAMPETH (a wealth of information 
there) 
•Fav tip? Posture (I was really taken back, what a 
deceptively simple tip and so very important) she went on 
point out how the elbow could NOT be below the table top-
everything comes from this! So make sure your seat is 
high enough!  
•Fav. hand? Copperplate! And Chancery Cursive Italic, since 
that's the one that impressed her professor! 
•Least fav? Gothic/Black Letter since the letters are too 
stiff, too rigid. 
•Other passions? Gardening. But not so much vegetable, 
 but flower gardens and to be more specific, perennials. 
Because with these flowers, every few years they have to 
be dug up, divided and then the gardner gets to give some 
away! (Mention casually you like to grow flowers and you 
just might be a recipient!!!!....and while you're mentioning 
flowers, ask her about her trips to Indonesia and to Japan! 
I didn't have room to go into those wonderful, life 
experiences!) 

•Yes, she fell in love with letters in 4th grade and 
developed a fascination with them early in life. I guess we 
all did. 
Her studio is crowded!  Since Carol isn't 100% in Tennessee-
her other home, and studio which is bigger, is near St. 
Louis and she has been slowly moving here since 2011 
when she considers herself as just visiting the first 6 
months (I gather her husband was transferred/took a job 
here. 
Her fav quote? "Joy is the most infallible sign of the 
presence of God"
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• Top left:  Large Punjab 
watercolor book (wonderful!)!

• Middle top:  Sample of 
Randall’s lettering in a 
student book.!

• Top right:  Golden high flow acrylic paint that we used in the class.!
• Below:  Randall displayed samples of different techniques that he uses in his art.!

Randall Hasson 
Layered Journal Workshop

March 2014                                                                 Nashville Calligraphers Guild Page                                                                                          6



Randall Hasson is a great teacher!  He taught two 2-day workshops on Text and Texture, A Layered 
Journal Workshop, at Paper & Ink Arts.  We worked on Arches 140lb cold press watercolor paper and in a 
Punjab watercolor book.  We experimented with tools and techniques, goo’s and layering.  We learned that 
gesso can be used for more than canvas and not just as a first layer.  Randy will sometimes start with gesso, 
do some artwork, and then start his layering techniques with matt or gloss medium and different kinds of 
inks and acrylics.  He creates shadowing effects by rinsing layers with water and then letting it dry, he 
continues with layers.  Lettering on matt or gloss medium went well.  This stretched my knowledge of both 
canvas and heavier watercolor papers.  This class 
showed that one really needs to experiment on the 
paper or canvas that you will be using for the final piece 
of art.  Does walnut ink rinse off if not covered with a 
medium? Yes!  But that could be the look that you were 
striving for.  Do you need a collage type of background?  
Try acrylics.  Durable Supply is the marker side of Paper 
& Ink Arts and they have the most amazing variety of 
markers.  The blue & gray lettering below was done 
with some of their markers.   Aren’t they wonderful? 
 Randy lettered in each of our journals.  He 
answered every question.  He was patient in his 
presentations and explanations.  He is a talented artist 
and a good man and both showed up in his workshop.  
Thanks to Paper & Ink Arts for hosting and to Randy for 
a very good workshop.
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The next meeting of  
The Nashville Calligraphers Guild is:

WHEN Saturday 
March 8, 2014

WHERE Plaza Arts Supply 
633 Middleton Avenue 
Nashville, TN

9AM Board Meeting

10-10:30 Meet & Greet with 
refreshments

10:30-12 General Meeting then 
our Program

Nashville  Calligraphers  Guild 
Rose  Wathen 
1637 Stewarts Ferry Pike 
Hermitage,  TN  37076

Next Meeting Nashville Calligrapher’s Guild 
March Program 

 I’m sure we have all heard the expression ”It’s 
the little things that count.”  Sometimes, just 
adding a simple decorative element to your 
calligraphy will make all the difference between OK 
and really nice.   
 At the March meeting, come learn a few 
simple techniques for creating a decorative vine to 
add that “little something” to the corners of your 
work or to use as a border.  If you can, bring a pencil 
and a black waterproof thin micron pen. 
 See you at the meeting! 

Valerie 

Carol Savage


