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ABOUT THE GUILD
The Nashville Calligraphers Guild 
was founded in 1981 to foster the 
continued study, practice and use of 
calligraphy among its members and to 
encourage community awareness of the 
art of calligraphy.  To this end, the Guild 
meets !ve times a year, publishes a 
newsletter and sponsors workshops 
and related activities.  The Guild meets 
in downtown Nashville at:  Plaza Arts 
Store, 633 Middleton Avenue,  Nashville, 
TN  37203

MEMBERSHIP
Membership is open to anyone 
interested in calligraphy.  Dues are $30 
per year for regular membership and 
$40 for contributing membership.  Dues 
are due by June 1st of each year.  
Membership inquiries, address changes 
and dues should be directed to the Guild 
Treasurer: Alice Johnson, 1128 Silverleaf 
Terrace, Nashville, TN 37221.

PRESIDENT:  Rose Wathen 615-516-7965
VICE PRESIDENT:  Valerie Cypress
TREASURER:  Alice Johnson
CORRESPONDING SEC.:   Lynn Noga
RECORDING SECRETARY:  Carol Savage
BOARD:  DaleAnn Webb
BOARD:  Lisa Webb
BOARD:  Ruth Haskins
BOARD:  Carol Ann Baily
LIBRARIAN:    Patrice Hicks
NEWSLETTER: Rose Wathen
  Joyce Skaggs
REFRESHMENTS:  OPEN
WEBSITE:  Ann Cobb
WORKSHOPS: , Ann Cobb
EXHIBITS:  Valerie Cypress
 Molly Povolny
MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE: 
 Sue Dippold
 Lynn Noga
 DaleAnn Webb
DOOR PRIZES:  Louise Thompson

NEWSLETTER
Newsletter Editor:  Rose Wathen
1637 Stewarts Ferry Pike, 
Hermitage TN 37076
rawathen@att.net    615-516-7965

Printer:  Allegra Print & Imaging
Mailer:  Joyce Skaggs
Host site for meetings:  Plaza Arts

New Members & 
Updated Addresses

Be sure to keep your address, 
email, and phones up to date 
with the Guild.  We want you to 
stay in-the-loop!

Birthdays NCG CalendarNCG Calendar
November  9, 2013 NCG Guild Meeting

November 16-17, 
2013

Reggie Primitive to 
Modern

January 11, 2014 NCG Guild Meeting

February 27 – 
March 2, 2014

Scribehaven Guild 
Retreat, Lake Barkley 
Kentucky

March 8, 2014 NCG Guild Meeting

March 22, 2014 Introduction to 
Flourishing 
Workshop with Ann 
Cobb

April 12, 13, 2014 Blackletter workshop 
with Julian Waters

May 10, 2014 NCG Guild Meeting

July 19-26, 2014 Legacies II 
Calligraphy 
Conference in Dallas, 
Texas

August 3-10, 2014 IAMPETH in 
Indianapolis, IN

September 13, 
2014

NCG Guild Meeting

September 20, 
2014

Workshop TBA

September 27 and 
28, 2014

Stone Carving 
Workshop with 
Reggie Ezell

October 18-19, 2014 Flourishing with 
Heather Held

November 8, 2014 NCG Guild Meeting

9-Nov Judi Bradford
12-Nov Brenda Grif!n
25-Nov Barbara Thomas
25-Nov Judy Sproles
26-Nov Carol Ann Baily
28-Nov Pam Blackwell
28-Nov DaleAnn Webb
3-Dec Joyce Sievers
11-Dec Betty Gilpin
12-Dec Laura Kraft
13-Dec Carolyn Lovelace
13-Dec Jim Trainor
25-Dec Marilyn Stirrett

Thanks!
Thanks to all who helped 
with the Plaza Hands On 
Event, to Valerie Cypress 
for our program & other 
news, Ann Cobb for 
pictures & article, to Carol 
Hall for her workshop 
article, members who 
participated in our summer 
envelope exchange, Lisa 
Webb for helping the Guild 
pursue some new 
interesting possibilities, and 
to Sheryl Bracey for 
pictures and her wonderful 
workshop.

mailto:rawathen@att.net
mailto:rawathen@att.net
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President’s Letter
 Here we are preparing for the November meeting 
already.  I hope that you are out there designing your 
Christmas cards, taking or teaching classes, making gifts, 
lettering commissions and weddings and generally pursuing 
your love of calligraphy.  Some people get lost online using 
Pinterest.  I quietly spend an hour.looking at Scribes work 
from around the world.  Let us know of websites to share!
 We have had a busy fall with 2 workshops and the 
Plaza Hands-On demonstration event.   Reggie Ezell’s year long class is nearing the end.  We are working on 
workshops for 2014 and beyond.  Be sure to look at our calendar for upcoming events and mark your own 
calendars.
 Scribehaven will be coming soon.  Our January newsletter will have the signup information but be sure 
to consider setting aside 1-2-3 days of time to dedicate to your craft.
 Plaza Arts and Paper & Ink Arts are both so very good to us.  Be sure to tell them thanks when shopping 
or using their meeting rooms.  We are very fortunate to have these stores so close by and to be able to drop in 
and browse the shelves.
 We really want to hear what you are doing out in the community so we can spread the word.  Jean 
Parker is teaching classes at Plaza Arts.  Lynn Noga is teaching Zentangle in Williamson County.  Carol Hall has an 
exhibit of her art.  Carol Savage has been demonstrating at her 
nearby Farmer’s Market and takes commissions.  Louise Thompson 
has been lettering on walls.  Sheryl Bracey is the queen of mailing 
envelopes & teaching at a local school.  Valerie Cypress and Ann 
Cobb have been taking commissions.  Many of us like Lisa Webb and 
Dale Ann Webb letter envelopes for weddings.  Vicki Brandt is 
taking an amazing art class in Knoxville.  I am teaching art at my 
son’s school and teaching copperplate in the Hermitage area.  Are 
you out there stretching your skills and trying to expand who you 
are? 
 I made a spider for my son’s Halloween Party.  Creativity comes in all ‘#avors’!  Hope to see you at our 
November Meeting!                                          Rose Wathen, President

Valerie’s Tips

When doing text or a 
list of names and 
addresses, I always use a 
highlight marker to 
mark each line or 
address when I !nish it.  
This simple step makes 
keeping my place so 
much easier and 
prevents many errors.  

I group envelopes in a 
box with cardstock 
markers noting the 
page numbers.  This 
makes the envelopes 
easier to check and add 
to later.

Sheryl Bracey Workshop participants
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This & That Randall Hasson at Paper and Ink Arts
I hope this e-mail !nds you well. I wanted to be sure you guys knew 
of our latest class offering. We’ll be hosting Randall Hasson here at 
Paper and Ink  in January (18-19 to be exact) and would love to see 
some of you in class. Because of the nature of the class and the space 
needed, we’re having to limit the class size to 12, so register early if 
you’d like to attend. Randy will also be delivering a lecture on that 
Friday evening that you may want to attend even if you don’t take 
the class. I’ll send more information about that piece soon. In the 
meantime, !nd more information about the class on our blog at:
http://wp.me/P1TiDs-5g

Best regards,  Jennifer Allen
Director, Paper and Ink Arts

Plaza Hands-On Event
 Jean Parker received 
donated journal paper samples 
from Stillman & Birn for our 
demonstration days at Plaza.  
Thanks so much for the supplies!  
The papers were perfect for 
creating samples of our 
calligraphy. 
 We handed out Guild 
business cards, lettered visitors 
names, talked up the Guild and 
who we are, and thoroughly 
enjoyed sitting with members 
and discussing our art.  Thanks so 
much to those who demo’d 
during the 2 day event.

• Carol Ann Baily
• Kimberly Blevins (moral 

support)!
• Sheryl Bracey
• Valerie Cypress
• Laura Kraft
• Lynn Noga (Zentangle 

table)
• Jean Parker (fun table)
• Rose Wathen
• Lisa Webb

Illuminating the Word:  The Saint John's Bible
Canton Museum of Art, December 5, 2013 - March 2, 2014
 The Saint John's Bible has been made accessible through reproduction books and prints. However, nothing 
compares to seeing the pages in person, the gold and platinum leaf on the vellum, the brightness of the inks, the 
calligraphers' marks in the margins as they test the ink and #exibility of the quill.

 Considered a Sistine Chapel of the modern era, The Saint John’s Bible is the !rst handwritten and 
illuminated (illustrated / decorated) Bible in 500 years — all 73 books of the Old and New Testaments presented in 
seven volumes of approximately 1,150 pages produced using medieval techniques and materials. This magni!cent 
exhibit features 34 displays of 68 original pages, and is the !rst touring exhibit to show works from all seven 
completed volumes.  Also on display will be the materials used to create the work.

 This exhibit will be on display at the Canton Museum of Art in Canton, Ohio, from December 5, 2013, 
through March 2, 2014.  This is the closest exhibit to Nashville in the next two years containing actual pages from 
the Saint John’s Bible.  

Carol Hall will have her art at Zoe’s Gallery.

http://wp.me/P1TiDs-5g
http://wp.me/P1TiDs-5g
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Michael Clark
Ruling Pen Workshop 
Ann asked me to write a review of Michael Clark's 
Ruling Pen workshop.  I asked for input from 
everyone, so I could get a sense of  the overall 
experience. 

Michael did a few demos, and we practiced using the ruling 
pen, folded pen and ruling writer.  He tends to ramble on in his 
stories and people had to remind him to focus.   On Sunday he 
divided us into four groups of four and we worked in our 
groups to come up with a design for the quote, "When you lose 
simplicity, you lose drama."   This was an exercise in design and 
collaboration.  In the !nal execution, each person took turns 
making a letter of the quote.  At the end, he showed us a slide 
show of his work. 

To get a sense of the overall experience of this workshop by 
the following comments from students.  I asked for responses 
in one word, or as few words as possible:

• Think outside the box
• Conversational
• Not enough work time
• Rude in execution
• Fantastic
• Talented, but not so much at teaching
• Playful
• Different
• Ruling pens have great potential
• Avoid
• Be a rebel and try new things
• An unguided tour

Carol Hall
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Sheryl Bracey 
Paste Paper 
Workshop

Sheryl Bracey, our own 
master of Paste Paper, gave 
a wonderful workshop 
teaching the techniques 
used in creating paste paper.  
If you were in her class, 
please bring in your 
creations to display at the 
November meeting.  The 
guild at large would love to 
see what you have been 
doing and also see the 
variety of backgrounds 
which paste papers can 
provide.  

Thank you!  Valerie
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Recipe from Hannah Dobson

More Guild Summer Envelope Exchange

Carol Hall



The next meeting of 
The Nashville Calligraphers Guild is:

The next meeting of 
The Nashville Calligraphers Guild is:

WHEN Saturday
November 9, 2013

WHERE Plaza Arts Supply
633 Middleton Avenue
Nashville, TN

9AM Board Meeting

10-10:30 Meet & Greet with 
refreshments

10:30-12 General Meeting then 
our Program

Nashville  Calligraphers  Guild
Rose  Wathen
1637 Stewarts Ferry Pike
Hermitage,  TN  37076

Next Meeting Nashville Calligrapher’s Guild
November Program

 There are many calligraphic looks that I love and 
think are dramatic and beautiful, yet I’m hesitant to 
try them.  It may be I don’t have the right paper, the 
right pen, the right quote, the right whatever.  One of 
the looks I like is white ink on black paper.  It is 
striking, bold, beautiful.  
 Come join me at the November meeting and 
we’ll try out an assortment of white pens/pencils/
markers and black papers and together we’ll discover 
what works best for us.  Then, perhaps when the mood 
strikes, we’ll know just what to do with a black paper 
background!
   See you at the meeting!

Valerie

Carol Savage


