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ABOUT THE GUILD
The Nashville Calligraphers Guild 
was founded in 1981 to foster the 
continued study, practice and use of 
calligraphy among its members and to 
encourage community awareness of the 
art of calligraphy.  To this end, the Guild 
meets !ve times a year, publishes a 
newsletter and sponsors workshops 
and related activities.  The Guild meets 
in downtown Nashville at:  Plaza Arts 
Store, 633 Middleton Avenue,  Nashville, 
TN  37203

MEMBERSHIP
Membership is open to anyone 
interested in calligraphy.  Dues are $30 
per year for regular membership and 
$40 for contributing membership.  Dues 
are due by June 1st of each year.  
Membership inquiries, address changes 
and dues should be directed to the Guild 
Treasurer: Alice Johnson, 1128 Silverleaf 
Terrace, Nashville, TN 37221.

PRESIDENT:  Rose Wathen 615-516-7965
VICE PRESIDENT:  Valerie Cypress
TREASURER:  Alice Johnson
CORRESPONDING SEC.:   Lynn Noga
RECORDING SECRETARY:  Carol Savage
BOARD:  DaleAnn Webb
BOARD:  Lisa Webb
BOARD:  Ruth Haskins
BOARD:  Carol Ann Baily
LIBRARIAN:    Patrice Hicks
NEWSLETTER: Rose Wathen
  Joyce Skaggs
REFRESHMENTS:  OPEN
WEBSITE:  Ann Cobb
WORKSHOPS: , Ann Cobb
EXHIBITS:  Valerie Cypress
 Molly Povolny
MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE: 
 Sue Dippold
 Lynn Noga
 DaleAnn Webb
DOOR PRIZES:  Maxine Gaither

NEWSLETTER
Newsletter Editor:  Rose Wathen
1637 Stewarts Ferry Pike, 
Hermitage TN 37076
rawathen@att.net    615-516-7965

Printer:  Allegra Print & Imaging
Mailer:  Joyce Skaggs
Host site for meetings:  Plaza Arts

New Members & 
Updated Addresses

Sheryl Bracey New address
136 Saranac Trail
Hendersonville, TN  37075

Jennifer Allen new address
709 Rivercrest Pass
Nashville, TN  37214
Jennifer@paperinkarts.com

Molly Povolny 
additional email
molly@esquescript.com

Be sure to keep your address, 
email, and phones up to date 
with the Guild.  We want you to 
stay in-the-loop!

Birthdays NCG CalendarNCG Calendar
September 14, 2013 NCG Guild Meeting

September 28-29, 
2013

Reggie Primitive to 
Modern

October 12-13, 2013 Ruling Pen with 
Michael Clark

November  9, 2013 NCG Guild Meeting

November 16-17, 
2013

Reggie Primitive to 
Modern

January 11, 2014 NCG Guild Meeting

February 27 – 
March 2, 2014

Scribehaven Guild 
Retreat, Lake Barkley 
Kentucky

March 8, 2014 NCG Guild Meeting

March 22, 2014 Introduction to 
Flourishing 
Workshop with Ann 
Cobb

April 12, 13, 2014 Blackletter workshop 
with Julian Waters

May 10, 2014 NCG Guild Meeting

July 19-26, 2014 Legacies II 
Calligraphy 
Conference in Dallas, 
Texas

August 3-10, 2014 IAMPETH in 
Indianapolis, IN

September 13, 
2014

NCG Guild Meeting

September 20, 
2014

Workshop TBA

September 27 and 
28, 2014

Stone Carving 
Workshop with 
Reggie Ezell

October 18-19, 2014 Flourishing with 
Heather Held

November 8, 2014 NCG Guild Meeting

15-Sep Kate Page
16-Sep Patrice Hicks
16-Sep Jean Parker
17-Sep Sue Dippold
22-Sep Sheryl Bracey
23-Sep Lilo Regen
3-Oct Joann Truss
6-Oct Jean Grissim
9-Oct Louise Thompson
12-Oct Carol Percy
24-Oct Susan Page

mailto:rawathen@att.net
mailto:rawathen@att.net
mailto:Jennifer@paperinkarts.com
mailto:Jennifer@paperinkarts.com
mailto:molly@esquescript.com
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President’s 
Letter
 I don’t know if it is having a young son or 
that I enjoy summer so much, but I think that 
Fall came faster and earlier this year!  Our Guild 
has so much going on.  Be sure to read every inch 
of the newsletter.  I encourage you to ask 
questions.  Speak up.  Take workshops.  Set up a 
play day in each other’s studios to see what new 
tricks you can learn.  Carol Savage was in my very 
messy studio recently.  She asked questions and 
we both learned!
 Our Guild meeting will be full of the 
Summer Envelope Exchange display, Plaza Arts 
demonstration signup, Michael Clark workshop 
signup, seeing friends, and making plans for 2014 
opportunities.  Our new board met this summer 
and we have plans for you!
 Thanks to Alice Johnson for taking the 
Treasurer job.  She is off to a great start.  To Ann 
Cobb for being the most organized of us all on 
workshop planning and management and 
snagging such great teachers!  To Valerie Cypress 
for always planning good guild meeting programs.  
To Sheryl Bracey for her excellent Background 
Papers workshop.  It was awesome!  To our new 
cub reporter Ruth Haskins and her Biographies in 
the newsletter.
 Our Guild members are so much fun to get 
to know.  We have all skill levels, backgrounds, ages, 
talents..we even have a member who moonlights 
as an announcer at acrobatic airplane shows!  Who 
knew!  We are a giving and open group.  Take the 
time to get to know more of us this year.  Take at 
least one class or workshop.  You never know what 
you might learn...   

Rose Wathen

Plaza Arts Demonstration Day
October 26,27, 2013, 11-4

This Fall, we will again be demonstrating calligraphy at Plaza 
Arts.  On this Saturday and Sunday, we will be showing off 
and talking about calligraphy as Plaza patrons come through.  
In previous years, we have picked up new members and 
students in this venue!  
! So, you can sign up either at the September Guild 
meeting or email Rose at rawathen@att.net.  Two hour slots 
are be available & 2 are needed with each time.  I encourage 
you to sign up and enjoy the guild members.  The 
conversations might be the best part!

Summer Envelope 
Exchange Show Off

Bring the envelopes that you have 
received to the September Guild meeting 
so that others may see these works of art.  
A part of our program time will be devoted 
to viewing these envelopes.
 Be creative in how you design a 
display for your envelopes -- poster board, 
attached to ribbons, whatever method 
works best for you.  Remember we will be 
in the classroom at Plaza, so we will have 
wall space to use.
 I hope everyone has enjoyed this 
exchange and that you will all participate 
next summer.  Thank you for sharing your 
talents with this group!

Ann and JoAnn

Background 
Papers 

workshop 
with Sheryl 
Bracey was 

in September 
and we had 

a messy 
good time!  

Above is 
Carol Hall’s 
experiment 
with writing 

on paste 
paper while it 

was wet.  
Sheryl is 

showing a 
walnut 

background 
technique.

mailto:rawathen@att.net
mailto:rawathen@att.net
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A !fty dollar deposit (each) holds your 
reservation for these workshops coming to 
Louisville's new Lettersong Gallery/
Studio this Fall.

• Michael Clark on Thursday and Friday 
October 10 and 11 (this one may be full - 
please check with me right away if 
interested) who will help us with 
design and re!ning letterforms - plus 
for an $11 clockwork fee we will make a 
clock!  He will give a free and open to 
the public talk on Wednesday night, 
October 9 as well.

• Last and not least is Jacqueline Sullivan 
with calligraphy on canvas on October 
19 and 20 - along with her workshop 
will also be an exhibit of her work and 
an opening reception on October 18.

To read more about these events, see my 
blogpost at  
www.letterladysletters.blogspot.com.
 Please mail to Lettersong Gallery, 1501 
Story Avenue, Louisville, KY 40206 and make 
the check to Lettersong Gallery.  Michael 
Clark's should still be sent to me Jan Hurst at 
1808 Hunters Trace, Jeffersonville, IN 47130
 We expect these events to be very 
successful, which will lead to more such events 
in the future at Jen Grove's Lettersong Gallery.
 Feel free to pass this info along to your 
various guilds.
Thanks!

Jan Hurst 

Medieval Manuscript Book
It costs something like $150+ for hard 
back !!!!! But $2.99 as an eBook!
Please forward on to others- 

http://www.blurb.com/b/2272528-50-
medieval-manuscript-leaves

Ruth Haskins

This & That
Handwriting  Teaching  Opportunity
 I wanted to take a minute to share an 
opportunity that somewhat correlates with the 
handwriting program Ann made us aware of. 
Yesterday I had the chance to return to the school 
where I taught before taking the job at Paper and 
Ink Arts(Meigs Middle School) and speak with their 
calligraphy club. This is a brand new program, and 
it meets every other Wednesday from 
1:30p.m.-3:00p.m. Currently, they are working on 
italic calligraphy. Since I am not particularly strong 
in broad edge styles, I spent the majority of the 
time talking to them about calligraphy in general, 
making them aware of Paper and Ink, and showing 
them so very, very basic things like pen angles and 
how to line practice paper for ascenders and 
descenders. There are about 24 kids in the club (all 
sixth graders for the time being), and they are very 
anxious to learn more and excited about 
calligraphy in general. The sponsor hopes to 
progress into creating cards, projects, etc. that 
could then be shared with others, including 
patients in nursing homes who might need a little 
mail to brighten their days. She doesn’t do 
calligraphy herself, she just thought it was 
something the kids might enjoy, and she was 
correct!
 Thus, I thought I’d appeal to those of you in 
the Nashville area to consider donating an hour 
and a half to go and work with them one 
Wednesday. If you’d be willing and available to do 
so, please let me know, and I can put you in contact 
with the teacher who sponsors the club. It’s a great 
way to turn a younger generation on to the !ne art 
of calligraphy, and you would enjoy your time with 
these kids! When I asked them yesterday who 
enjoyed receiving mail, all of their hands went up, 
and we talked about how great it is to receive 
something handwritten.  I just see so much 
opportunity here, and I wanted to share it with you.  
Thanks for considering it.

Best regards,
Jennifer Allen

http://www.letterladysletters.blogspot.com/
http://www.letterladysletters.blogspot.com/
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Reggie Ezell

Heather Held and her gorgeous 
flourishing workshop is coming next fall, 
October 18-18, 2014.  Mark your 
calendars! 

IAMPETH Update
By Ann Cobb

At the recent IAMPETH convention in Albuquerque, New Mexico, Heather Victoria Held was elected 
president.  Heather announced that IAMPETH will hold its 65th annual convention at Sheraton Indianapolis 
at Keystone Crossing in Indianapolis, Indiana, from August 3 – 10, 2014.  Those members who have paid dues 
for the 2013-2014 year will be allowed to register for classes prior to registration being opened to the 
general public.

If you are interested in attending this convention and have not paid your dues, you are encouraged 
to do so before the end of December to ensure your best selection of classes.  (www.iampeth.com)

Also at the Albuquerque convention, it was my honor to be elected as First Vice President of 
IAMPETH.  That means I will be planning the convention for 2015.  I will be looking at locations and dates 
very soon.

When Janie Cravens held her IAMPETH convention in Nashville in 2009, our local Guild helped to 
secure items for the goody bags, worked the registration desk, greeted attendees at the airport, and 
helped with other tasks.  Janie’s convention was a huge success.  I am hoping our local members will once 
again step forward to ensure the success for the 2015 convention.  Please let me know if you are interested 
in helping with this exciting venture!

Carol Hall has 3 pieces of Tomato 
Art at the Tomato Art Festival
August 10-September 15, 2013

Art and Invention Gallery
1106 Woodland St., Nashville, TN 
37206

Class 
Opportunities

Our guild has teachers so 
look for their classes at 
Plaza Arts, at Paper & Ink 
Arts, at area recreation 
centers and in home 
studios.  Email them and 
see what they are teaching!
• Sheryl Bracey
• Lynn Noga
• Jean Parker
• Carol Savage
• Louise Thompson
• Rose Wathen

Dues is due!
In order to continue getting our newsletter & first access 
to classes, please send checks to Alice Johnson.
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The ruling pen, 
for me, is the 
most expressive 
tool I have at 
hand. Unlike 
many of the 
tools in our 
arsenal, that 
have speci!c 
purposes, the 
ruling pen 
requires us to 
determine what 
it will 
ultimately 
produce. The 
results can be as 
idiosyncratic as 
the wielder. It is 

capable of everything from explosive 
and brutal to delicate and subtle, 
traditional or contemporary. 

In my case I have always treated words, 
done with the ruling pen, as a process. 
The word is done in stages. My late 

friend Phil Chapman (a potter) and I used to joke that, although we made different products, the process was the same for 
both of us. He began by throwing his clay, then centering, and !nally working it into a recognizable form. I lay down the 
skeleton (throw), hone the !t (centering) and then work it into an acceptable form (sculpting). We both agreed that the 
creative process spawns many failures. The exciting thing is that success is nothing more than a string of failures that 
!nally pay off. If you look at lettering in this fashion, always with your eyes on the process and not the !nished product, 
fear disappears and learning begins. 

This class will explore the myriad possibilities of the ruling pen’s “line.” The class will begin with familiarizing the student 
with the tool(s). We will move to honing handling skills and then to working with expressive “words.” From there the class 
will work with word groups and alphabetic compositions and ultimately page texture experiments. A group project will 
be incorporated into the workshop... a collaborative effort to “effect a phrase;” this exercise will bring home the concept 
that “!rst stroke down informs all subsequent decisions.” 
NOTE:  All Classes and Workshops are open !rst to current Nashville Calligraphers Guild members.  If openings exist after members 
have registered, only then will the workshops be opened to non-members.

Ruling Pen
Name __________________________________________________________________
Address ________________________________________________________________
Phone ____________________________  Alt. Phone ___________________________
Email Address __________________________________________________________

Workshop Estimate:  $125   (Nonrefundable Deposit: $35)        Amount Enclosed ______________
Non-members, please add $30 to workshop fee.
Make checks payable to Nashville Calligraphers Guild:  Mail deposit and registration form to:
Ann Cobb, Workshop Chair, 134 LaPlaza Drive, Hendersonville, TN  37075

Ruling Pen

with

Michael Clark
October 12 and 13, 2013

9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Plaza Arts

Nashville, Tennessee

Workshop Estimate:  $ 125
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JUDY  SPROLES
 I am car impaired! I do know my colors, 
but not car brands so I'm always saying to my 
husband "what color" to his "look at that Honda",,,, 
stick with me here. 
    I met Judy Sproles, a guild member living in 
Byhalia, MS, (just outside Memphis for those 
geography impaired) on a road trip to Little Rock, 
Ak with the Memphis Calligraphy Guild to a 
workshop in 2005. We were having car trouble 
and Judy was speaking so knowledgable using 
words I've only heard from mechanics! And she 
had a sketch book !lled with delicate drawings 
of christening dresses. Who was this lady????
    She has long since become a great friend and I 
interviewed her for our newsletter and learned 
more. 
     How did you get introduced to calligraphy? In 
high school I took an art class called Commercial 
Art- now a days it would be called Graph Design- 
and being a high school girl I acted like one and 
wasn't as dedicated as the teacher wanted. I was 
"told to learn this (an Old English hand) or get 
out"!!!!   (She learned it!)
     Fav. hand? Gothicized Italic (her teacher would 
be proud)
     Go to-book?  The Universal Penman, by George 
Bickman
     Go-to web site? Paper and Ink and IAMPETH - 
browsing capital examples
     Other passions? Sewing heirloom dresses (I've 
seen them, they take your breath away)
     Tip. Use thicks and thins in lower case 
Spencerian on envelopes - at a Saga, Michael Sull 
gave permission to break a few rules
      Anything to add? After the art classes I was 
able to work in two advertising agencies in 
commercial art (graphic design). Then hubby 
bought an auto supply store and I worked with 
him for forty years!!!

     See, I told you to stick with me!!!

Bios by Ruth Haskins

When I arrived in the South (1974) to 
!nish college, I was shocked at all the 
people who spoke “good morning” to me 
when they had not even been introduced to 
me…well, I have gotten over that now by 
a long shot.  And I would like to, in each 
newsletter, introduce all of us to one (or 
two) of us! So say hello to: 

YNONNE  PERRY
!
 She has been in Nashville 8 years, 
from New Jersey-I asked her a few questions:

• Favorite site: The New York Society of 
Scribes (easy to Google), she has 
learned a lot just going through this 
site.

• Tip:  she practices her hands in pencil; 
in fact she is a big fan of Papermate 
Sharpwriter #2 (the yellow barrel ones 
I think) and buys them by the box so 
she has one always close at hand.  She 
studies the letters in pencil !rst.

• Her go-to books: Written Letters by 
Jacqueline Svaren, Writing & 
Illuminating & Lettering by Edward 
Johnston, and Calligraphy: The Art of 
Lettering with the Broad Pen by 
Bryon Macdonald

• Her fav. Hands: Roman and Italic
• How did she get into callig?: when 

Yvonne and her husband got married, 
she bought some beautiful cards and 
since she had nice handwriting she 
wrote out the invitations (!!!) in sepia 
ink. She had so much fun she bought 
a Speedball book and started 
learning.

• Other passions?:  aromatherapy. 
When visiting England, she was 
introduced to aromatherapy and 
essential oils which all ties in nicely to 
her day job as a massage therapist. 

• Fav. Quote: “A touch of nature, 
Makes the world kin”     And 
“The power of imagination, Makes us 
in!nite”     John Muir G
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The next meeting of 
The Nashville Calligraphers Guild is:

The next meeting of 
The Nashville Calligraphers Guild is:

WHEN Saturday
May 11, 2013

WHERE Plaza Arts Supply
633 Middleton Avenue
Nashville, TN

9AM Board Meeting

10-10:30 Meet & Greet with 
refreshments

10:30-12 General Meeting then 
our Program

Nashville  Calligraphers  Guild
Rose  Wathen
1637 Stewarts Ferry Pike
Hermitage,  TN  37076

Next Meeting Nashville Calligrapher’s Guild
September Program

 After a summer without meetings, September is a time 
to catch up with each other and !nd out what we've been up to!  
Before and after the meeting, we will  have time to look over 
and ask questions about the beautiful envelopes sent for our 
annual envelope exchange.  This is a fun, quick way to glean 
ideas to liven up your own envelopes.
 In addition, a representative from Paper and Ink Arts 
will be showing us the variety of useful, everyday items they can 
put our calligraphy on.  From mugs to mouse pads, coasters to 
trivets, here is something new to explore.  With the holidays 
coming soon, their gifts ideas with your calligraphy is sure to 
please anyone on your list.

See you at the meeting,
Valerie

Carol Savage


