
MAY 2018

SCRIBEHAVEN
RETREAT

at Lake Barkley, KY
February 22-25, 2018

STILL TO COME THIS YEAR....
Heather Held in June Harvest Crittenden in September Amity Parks in October

Seattletters in July IAMPETH Conference in August

SO FAR THIS YEAR...

Life Member certificate given to Vicki Brandt.

Maggie Naylor’s 
Iris Folding Project

SPLIT PEN LETTERING
with Ann Cobb
March 17, 2018

Miranda Fuller’s 
Chinese Watercolor Flowers

MASTERING ITALIC 

DANCIN’ PEN 1 & 2
with Carrie Imai

March, April & May 2018
(Reviews and Pictures in later issue!)

Artist: Sheryl Bracey

Samples provided by Ann Cobb.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

About the Guild
The Nashville Calligrapher’s Guild was formed in 1981 to foster the continued study, practice, and use of calligraphy among its members and to encourage community 
awareness of the art of calligraphy. To this end, the Guild meets five times a year, publishes a newsletter, and sponsors workshops and related activities.

Membership inquiries can be directed to JoAnn Bates at 615-452-8897. Membership is open to anyone interested in calligraphy. The membership year runs from June 
1 to May 31. Dues are due on June 1 and are considered delinquent if not received within six weeks of that date. Dues are $30 per year for a regular membership, $40 a 
year for a contributing membership. Membership dues should be paid to the Treasurer: Laura Kraft, 1605 Newstead Terrace, Brentwood, TN 37027.

Meetings are held the second Saturday in September, November, January, March, and May. The Guild meets at Plaza Artist Materials in downtown Nashville, 633 
Middleton Avenue, Nashville, TN 37203. Meetings begin at 10:30 a.m. with social time immediately before at 10:00 a.m. 

The Nashville Calligraphers Guild can be found on Facebook as well as the NCG website at http://www.nashvillecalligraphersguild.org.

Contributions to the newsletter are welcome. Submissions are made with implied permission to be used on a space-available basis as well as being subject to editing 
for length, clarity and conformance including but not limited to title and captions. Edits are not routinely returned to authors for review before publication due to time 
constraints. Photos and artwork may be reduced to accommodate available space.

Please send high quality digital files for text, photos and original artwork to bethletters@bellsouth.net.

 What a great year we have had!!
 I can’t believe we are approaching the end of our 2017-2018 year already! It 
has been my honor and privilege to be your President this past year. I am happy with 
all that we have accomplished, and I am looking forward to seeing all that will be pre-
sented to you in the coming year. 
 Again, my thanks go to our board members and committee chairs for their 
willingness to step up and take on whatever needed to be done, especially in the last 
couple of months!  A great team still functions smoothly even when a member is pulled 
away for whatever reason, and I am grateful that our Board has helped me when I have 
asked, with no hesitation. I couldn’t have done my job without all of you!
 That being said, be sure to be at the May meeting to vote on the incom-
ing board members. Our nominating committee has done an excellent job of putting 
together the board nominations in record time! And we are still looking for additional 
people to assist the committee chairs – they all could use an extra hand!  Email me at 
linesbylynn@gmail.com if you are interested in learning any of the committees listed 
in the newsletter. These do not take a lot of your time, and the guild will benefit from 
having more than one person who knows what that committee does. 
 The many classes offered this year were very well received, and covered a 
myriad of topics, so hopefully, you were able to take at least one. I’ve enjoyed every 
class I have been to, and I was able to get to know some of you a little bit better, which 
is the best part! We will have another full year of classes starting this fall, so be sure to 
check the newsletter for upcoming events. 
 In addition to the classes, we will be offering fun programs at our meetings, 
so don’t miss out! If you have any ideas for a short program, you can let me know or 
contact Sheryl Bracey. We will also be starting our regional groups this next year, and 
we hope to have some of them meet at least once this summer to get acquainted and 
decide how each group wants to function.  Sign-up sheets will be available at the May 
meeting, and I will also be sending out an email to members with more information 
very soon.
 Have a wonderful summer, and we’ll see you in September for another action-
packed year!

Sincerely,
Lynn Noga, PresidentContributors to this issue: 

Lynn Noga, Sheryl Bracey, 
Ann Cobb, Joyce Skaggs, 
Vicki Brandt, Laura Kraft 
and Ruth Haskins. It takes 
a group to get it right! 
Thanks, everyone!



May 12, 2018 - Guild Meeting
May 19-20, 2018 - Dancin’ Pen 2 with Carrie Iami
June 9-10, 2018 - Italian Hand with Heather Held

September 15-16, 2018 - All That Glitters with Harvest Crittenden
October 20-21, 2018 - A Sharp Pencil and a Keen Eye with Amity Parks

ELSEWHERE:

July 14-21, 2018:  Seattletters, Bellingham, Washington
August 6 - 11, 2018:  IAMPETH Conference in Milwaukee, Wisconsin

July 15 - 20, 2019:  IAMPETH Conference in Denver, Colorado

2018 NCG CALENDAR at a Glance

REMINDER:
DUES ARE DUE IN MAY!

Member Update:  For those who did not know: NCG Member 
Louise Thompson moved to Minnasota in November, 2017. Her 
new address is:  400 Cambridge Street Apt. 309, Hopkins, MN 
55343. Please drop her a line and let her know we miss her!

Lynn Noga has (very!) recently moved. Her new address is 
223 Highland Villa Circle, Nashville TN 37211. What a busy year 
she is having!!!  

Due to a computer glitch, several member 
birthdays were inadvertantly omitted from 
the list so a belated Happy Birthday to the 
following:

Dana Perez  2/8
Kristina Howard 2/23
Eleanor Russell  3/5
Raymond Brocato Sr. 3/7
Judy Meagher  3/8
Mary Underwood 4/29
Karen Gilbert  4/30

May
Lynn Noga  5/2
Kimberly Blevins 5/8
MaryBeth Zamer 5/12
Carole Nadler  5/27

June
Debbie Baker  6/4
Carol Dauer  6/7
Walter Parsons 6/9
Kay McWhorter 6/16
Carol Savage  6/22
Vicki Brandt  6/23

July
Judith Hodges  7/10
Ann Cumbie  7/12
Marsha French 7/17
JoAnn Stump  7/18
Dee Hardesty  7/21
Barbara Mitchell 7/25

August
JoAnn Bates  8/6
Mariana Richardson 8/6
Sharon Shirley  8/7
Maggie Naylor 8/9
Nancy Rice  8/10
Lisa Webb  8/15
Carol Hall  8/17
Donna Trott  8/24

NCG MEMBER BIRTHDAYS

We have a banner! 
Now we can hang up our logo at exhibits, demos and other events to 
let everyone know who we are! Kudos to Lynn and Miranda for get-
ting this project done for the Guild.



SCRIBEHAVEN
RETREAT

 Wow- how do I tell you about a great 
retreat? Seriously, I HAVE words, but not 
enough or the right ones! It took me 10 years 
to go to Scribehaven Retreat….I had good 
reasons not to go but mostly because time/
money-wise I couldn’t do every workshop/
conference out there. And still can’t. Then, I 
almost talked myself out of it again- I had a 
bad cough (seems required in the Nashville 
area as I type) and the weather was HOR-
RIBLE. Back on track, I figured I had the 
time, so I arrived on Thursday, officially a 
day early but others were there too.  Retreat’s 
billed as “a time to work on anything you’re 
working on with a few classes/demonstra-
tions thrown in for good measure. It is al-
ways amazing what you can work on without 
a dish washer, washing machine, ironing 
board (yes, I’m old school), etc, yelling at 
you! So I got a lot of practicing in, all while 
talking to friends (tearing up in more than 
one story), getting to know said friends, and 
admitting things you’ve never told ANY-
ONE.
 The demos/classes were fabulous-
Iris Folding-taught by Maggie Naylor- (go 
to Pintrest) looks ‘so I-could-never-do-that-
impressive’! But EVERYBODY did! And 
now I have a million ideas on what I can do 
with this Iris Folding.
   Chinese Watercolor Flowers-taught 
by Miranda Fuller- ok, now I’m in deep 
water…. I KNOW I could never do THAT. 
But you know what? I almost did! I AM go-
ing to accomplish this! And with this class as 
a base, I feel confident I can do it. We used 

at Lake Barkley, KY



just one brush, a wedge brush. (Jennifer Allen, 
her husband Dave, and head cashier/daughter 
Millicent sold items from Paper and Ink.)  I felt 
so confident I bought 2 sizes of the brush.
          Marvelous Marble Magnets-taught by 
JoAnn Bates-Ok, not to brag, but I know I 
got this one (I know because I saw Millicent 
make some!) It looks like child-play but JoAnn 
showed us tons of uses and told us how to 
broaden its appeal, to larger paper weights (one 
calligrapher sells his for $90 each!!!). Uses are 
endless.
 I think there is always a Trash to Trea-
sure table where you bring studio stuff you no 
longer need but others might want. I was excited 
to lighten my load-alas, I came home with more 
than I brought! And the exhibit corner! Always 
impressive to see work you normally don’t get 
to see.  Saturday night dinner hosted by Rose 
Wathen, Valerie Cypress, and Kimberly Blevins. 
If you don’t count the tornado warnings, it was 
great!  
 Other 10 year anniversary things in-
cluded the goody bag with prints of an original 
watercolor cardinal by Vicki Brandt, Zentangle 
initial by Lynn Noga, cutest tags ever by Rose 
Wathen, store bought supplies-I’m not sure if 
they are from Paper and Ink or the vender, and 
other goodies too numerous to mention, recep-
tion with an enormous sheet cake, slides, and 
a beautiful award by Sheryl Bracey, honoring 
Vicki Brandt as an Honorary Life Member. 
 I don’t have room to mention the place- 
Lake Barkley in KY-but suffice it to say I want 
to go back in the summer.
 Home now, my mind is FULL of ideas. 
“Oh, darn, I hear the washing machine calling!”

-Ruth Haskins



Split Pen Lettering
with Ann Cobb

 If you have used a broad pen for lettering, you 
might think that a split nib pen would not be any dif-
ferent. I certainly thought so. I was wrong! Seven of us 
gathered at Plaza Art Materials on St. Patrick’s Day to 
learn how to handle this intriguing tool. What a treat it 
turned out to be!
 Ann began by explaining that this is not a new 
form of calligraphy. In fact, the split pen nibs were 
advertised by Zaner & Bloser years ago. A copy of the 
page was included in our very thick folder of excel-
lent handouts Ann made for us. Then, the nibs were the 
basic nibs for dip pens.
 Today, we have more choices of split pens: the 
Mitchell Scroll nibs for use with a pen holder, the Zig 
Scroll and Brush markers, available in beautiful colors, 
the split Automatic pens (the 5 line pen is a must for 
music lovers!), and Split Parallel Pens which I did not 
know about (they are custom cut) but means a trip/call 
to Paper and Ink Arts soon. 
 But, first, we had to learn how to use them. 
Ann started with the first step of preparing the Mitchell 
Scroll nib and what to look for to make sure the nib 
is working correctly which was very helpful for those 
of us who had never used them before. Ann then went 
through the foundational alphabet with us and showed 
us the method of cornering which is tilting the pen up 
on the corner to make a very thin line. 
 I quickly discovered that lettering with a split 
nib means thinking further ahead than usual. Otherwise, 
it will be apparent where the strokes overlap which is 
not a good look. I also realized that I would be getting 
quite a bit of practice in cornering which I had not done 
very often before.

 The morning flew by as we got accustomed to the 
nibs. A break for lunch and we were happy to be back at 
work, this time, learning the capitals. Again, strokes have to 
be thought out so as to not cross each other.  
 Past the basics, we began trying the choices avail-
able. We had started out using walnut ink but we began to 
play with different sizes of nibs, using the markers, Parallel 
Pens and automatic pens Ann provided for us to try. In addi-
tion to the foundational hand, Ann had also provided hand-
outs and guide sheets for italic, gothicized italic, blackletter 
and (my favorite!) uncial. 
 The day went fast but was very enjoyable. Ann is 
a very thorough, patient teacher. Unlike some workshops 
where I have left feeling a little unsure of what all I learned, 
this workshop was very instructive. Thanks to Ann, I am 
looking forward to using the split nib quite a bit in the fu-
ture.

-Beth Paul

Spacing is an issue in any hand that we letter.  It is 
something that most of us struggle with throughout our 
calligraphic careers.

As you are working on your lettering, keep this sugges-
tion in mind.  It works in almost any hand.

Letter the word “minimum.”  With a pencil, draw verti-
cal lines straight down from the center of each of the 
vertical strokes.  You will have three for each of the 
M’s, 1 for the I’s, and 2 each for the U’s and the N’s as 
shown in the sample.

These vertical lines should be equidistant if your letter-
ing is spaced correctly.  Try this technique the next time 
you work on your lettering.

TIPS AND TECHNIQUES 
FOR YOUR CALLIGRAPHY

Ann Cobb

To give a bit of a different look to your walnut ink, try 
these suggestions.
1.  Drop a small amount of FineTec gold into a letter while 
it is still wet to add brilliance.
2.  Sprinkle a small amount of Gold Mica powder into a 
letter while it is still wet for more sparkle.
3.  And Vicki Brandt’s tip:  mix Holbein Peal Gold 
Gouache into your walnut ink for a wonderfully smooth 
golden addition.
Try these to see wonderful results. 



Lettering Project 2018

Our Lettering Project for 2018 will again feature a different project for each month.  These proj-
ects will help us to utilize the training that we have received and the skills that we have built.  
They will also provide us with some finished pieces for future exhibits.  No size limitations this 
year.

January:  Create a piece in broad-edge or pointed pen using white or ivory ink on dark back-
ground (black, navy, burgundy, etc.)  

February:  Create a piece using one broad-edge hand (Foundational, Italic, etc.) in three differ-
ent sizes.

January and February projects will be shown at the March Guild meeting.

March:  Create a piece using walnut ink on cream-color paper in broad-edge or pointed pen.

April:  Create a piece using at least three sizes of pointed pen lettering in one hand (Spencerian, 
Copperplate, etc.)

March and April projects will be shown at the May Guild meeting.

May:  Create a piece using dark ink on white or cream paper (broad-edge or pointed pen).

June, July, and August:  our projects will the normal Envelope Exchange, which will be 
shown at the September Guild meeting.

September:  Create a piece using gold or silver (or other metallic) ink on dark paper in pointed 
pen.

October:  Create a piece in either broad-edge or pointed pen using two different colors of ink or 
one color and one gold or silver.

May, September, and October projects will be shown at the November Guild meeting.

November:  Create a piece using flourishing or decoration around a single word or short phrase 
in broad-edge pen.

No December project as we will be preparing Christmas cards and other holiday decorations.

November projects will be shown at the January Guild meeting.
- Ann Cobb



Next Meeting: May 12, 2018 
Plaza Artist Materials
Downtown Nashville

Board Meeting at 9 a.m.
General Meeting 10:30 a.m.

May Program
(following meeting)

THIS MONTH’S PROGRAM:

IN ADDITION TO THE PROGRAM:  Year Long Lettering Project

We ask everyone who is participating in this year’s Lettering Project to bring your completed pieces to the 
May meeting for display.  We will make sure we have a display table for them this time.  These projects give 
everyone opportunity to create small pieces and practice lettering.  This will also help you to create some new 
pieces for future exhibits.

Punch Up Your Envelopes!
This was one of your top requested topics for programs, and since we are signing up for our summer envelope 
exchange, we thought this would help you get out of your blah doldrums toward decorating envelopes.

JoAnn Bates will show you some 
cute and easy ways to doodle your way 
towards the “wow” envelope.

Maxine Gaither will demo how to 
make your card and envelope from one 
piece of paper and many more creative 
ideas.

Rose Wathen will be doing pointed 
brush ideas that will make your lettering 
pop and things to draw with the brush.

Sheryl Bracey will show you clever 
tools to add to your arsenal of wow pop-
ping add ons…from pearls to glitter!

Left: Can you pick out the work of JoAnn 
Bates, Vicki Brandt, Linda Floyd, Mary Hen-
derson, Kristina Howard, Carol Percy, Ron 
Ross and Rose Wathen?

Sheryl will have years of envelopes that she 
has received for you to drool over. You will 
have a great time.


