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Thank you to all the contributors 
of this issue: Valerie Cypress, Ann 
Cobb, Lynn Noga, Sheryl Bracey, 
Dana Perez, Vicki Brandt and 
Carol Savage.

Special thanks to Vicki Brandt for 
once again providing the cover art.
Beautiful, as always!

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

About the Guild
The Nashville Calligrapher’s Guild was formed in 1981 to foster the continued study, practice, and use of calligraphy among its members and to encourage community 
awareness of the art of calligraphy. To this end, the Guild meets five times a year, publishes a newsletter, and sponsors workshops and related activities.

Membership inquiries can be directed to JoAnn Bates at 615-452-8897. Membership is open to anyone interested in calligraphy. The membership year runs from June 1 to 
May 31. Dues are due on June 1 and are considered delinquent if not received within six weeks of that date. Dues are $30 per year for a regular membership, $40 a year for 
a contributing membership. Membership dues should be paid to the Treasurer: Laura Kraft, 1605 Newstead Terrace, Brentwood, TN 37027.

Meetings are held the second Saturday in September, November, January, March, and May. The Guild meets at Plaza Artist Materials in downtown Nashville, 633 Middle-
ton Avenue, Nashville, TN 37203. Meetings begin at 10:30 a.m. with social time immediately before at 10:00 a.m. 

The Nashville Calligraphers Guild can be found on Facebook as well as the NCG website at http://www.nashvillecalligraphersguild.org.

Send newsletter corrections/returns to: Beth Paul, 277 Dan Crutcher Road, Toney, AL  35773

Happy New Year!!!

     I hope that your holiday season was filled with friends and family, 
and that you were able to enjoy some of the many activities available. 
I did manage to get out and see some of the beautiful decorations – the 
lights are my favorite! And I must say a special thanks to Dana Perez 
for hosting our holiday party this year at her spectacular home. I know 
several of us had porch envy, and totally enjoyed sitting outside on a 
warm December day!! It was so good to see so many of you come out 
for a fun event! 
     As we head into 2018, we have plenty of activities for you to get 
inspired, learn something new, and just enjoy the comradery of fellow 
scribes! Please see the list of classes and be sure to sign up as soon as 
possible as I know they will fill up!
     We will be starting regional groups this year – a chance to get 
together in a small group to share ideas, tips, small projects, and also 
to just get to know each other. I hope to have more info at the January 
meeting, so stay tuned.
     We will also be focusing on outreach opportunities this year, so if 
you know of an event or place that would be a good place to share our 
love of calligraphy, please email me. Ann Cobb and I did a demo at Pa-
per & Ink Arts last month, and had several people interested in coming 
to check out the guild. We are setting up guidelines for outreach, and 
will be sharing those at an upcoming meeting. 
     Scribehaven is coming up in February. This is the 10th year of the 
retreat, and Vicki Brandt has planned a special event for us. I look for-
ward to it every year, and I know this year will be the best yet!
     I hope you can come to the meeting in January – we have lots to 
share! 
     Happy Lettering!!

-Lynn Noga 
President



January 13, 2018 - Guild Meeting
February 22-25, 2018 - Scribehaven, Lake Barkley, KY

March 10, 2018 - Guild Meeting
March 17, 2018 - Split Pen Lettering with Ann Cobb

March 24-25, 2018 - Mastering Italic with Carrie Imai
April 21-22, 2018 - Dancin’ Pen 1 with Carrie Imai

May 12, 2018 - Guild Meeting
May 19-20, 2018 - Dancin’ Pen 2 with Carrie Iami
June 9-10, 2018 - Italian Hand with Heather Held

September 15-16, 2018 - All That Glitters with Harvest Crittenden
October 20-21, 2018 - A Sharp Pencil and a Keen Eye with Amity Parks

ELSEWHERE:

July 14-21, 2018:  Seattletters, Bellingham, Washington
August 6 - 11, 2018:  IAMPETH Conference in Milwaukee, Wisconsin

July 15 - 20, 2019:  IAMPETH Conference in Denver, Colorado

2018 NCG CALENDAR at a GlanceNCG MEMBERS 
BIRTHDAYS

January
Ron Ross    Jan  6
Ross Wathen     Jan 10
Judy Bilbrey   Jan 14
Wanda Bledsoe Turner Jan 19
Ann Cobb   Jan 27
Beth Paul    Jan 27

February
Joyce Skaggs   Feb 2
Molly Kunkel    Feb 8

Pics from the November 
Program: 

JoAnn Bates, Valerie 
Cypress and Vicki Brandt 

demonstrated ways to 
make cards.



Lettering Project 2018

Our Lettering Project for 2018 will again feature a different project for each month.  These proj-
ects will help us to utilize the training that we have received and the skills that we have built.  
They will also provide us with some finished pieces for future exhibits.  No size limitations this 
year.

January:  Create a piece in broad-edge or pointed pen using white or ivory ink on dark back-
ground (black, navy, burgundy, etc.)  

February:  Create a piece using one broad-edge hand (Foundational, Italic, etc.) in three differ-
ent sizes.

January and February projects will be shown at the March Guild meeting.

March:  Create a piece using walnut ink on cream-color paper in broad-edge or pointed pen.

April:  Create a piece using at least three sizes of pointed pen lettering in one hand (Spencerian, 
Copperplate, etc.)

March and April projects will be shown at the May Guild meeting.

May:  Create a piece using dark ink on white or cream paper (broad-edge or pointed pen).

June, July, and August:  our projects will the normal Envelope Exchange, which will be 
shown at the September Guild meeting.

September:  Create a piece using gold or silver (or other metallic) ink on dark paper in pointed 
pen.

October:  Create a piece in either broad-edge or pointed pen using two different colors of ink or 
one color and one gold or silver.

May, September, and October projects will be shown at the November Guild meeting.

November:  Create a piece using flourishing or decoration around a single word or short phrase 
in broad-edge pen.

No December project as we will be preparing Christmas cards and other holiday decorations.

November projects will be shown at the January Guild meeting.
- Ann Cobb



     In November, our guild presented a 
wonderful show for the community at the 
Green Hills Library.  It was vibrant, color-
ful, diverse and showed off the talents of our 
members beautifully. 
     Carol Ann Baily, Sheryl Bracey, Vicki 
Brandt, Ann Cobb, Miranda Fuller, Lynn 
Noga, Lilo Regen, Eleanor Russell, Carol 
Savage, Rose Wathen, and Lisa Webb sub-
mitted works large and small in order to fill 
two long walls, and two large display cases.  
They received many glowing compliments 
on their work. 
     Many thanks go to those who partici-
pated.  It can’t happen without you!

- Valerie Cypress

NCG EXHIBIT AT
GREEN HILLS LIBRARY

Exhibit Chair, Valerie Cypress, in action

Terry Cobb, helping hang the show
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“Introduction to Broad Pen Letter-
ing With a Taste of the Foundational 
Hand” with Ann Cobb - Workshop 

Review

 Ann Cobb started our weekend adventure with 
a kit of basic nib supplies, ink and a booklet packed 
full of information on Foundational lettering. Such a 
treat and plenty of references to continue our studies at 
home.
 We began our study of broad pen with two 
pencils rubber banded together and worked our way 
through the alphabet, trying to manipulate the pencils, 
stay in the guidelines and learn the details of the hand 
at the same time. Our skills increased as we contin-
ued the alphabet. This practice was to create muscle 
memory before we moved to pen and ink. Our hands 
were tired, but gained in ability. We focused on using 
our whole arm and not just our hands to form the let-
ters. There were so many things to think about!!
 We moved on to broad nibs and walnut ink. We 
were happy to abandon the wayward pencils!! Ma-
nipulating the nibs with the correct angels and keeping 

enough ink in them was a mindful process for us 
beginners. Persistence and Ann’s fabulous leader-
ship showed in some nice letters at the end of the 
first day. Very few nice ones on my part, but I 
liked making the e’s and o’s. 
 On Sunday, we tackled upper case letters. 
It appeared we found them easier and I am sure it 
was all the basic skills that Ann lead us through 
on Saturday that helped tremendously. In the af-
ternoon, we played with various pen widths and 
explored different inks. Ann then shared with us 
the ins and outs of using gouache. 
 Lynn, Melanie and I enjoyed the individ-
ual attention and the expertise that was so will-
ingly shared with us. 
 Thanks so much, Ann.      
     -Dana Perez                                           

Lynn Noga, presenting the President’s 
Award to Past President, Lisa Webb. 
The certificate was rendered by Valerie 
Cypress and presented at the November 
meeting.

Above: Ann Cobb and Lynn Noga 
demonstrating at Paper and Ink 
Arts Store during the Small Busi-
ness Saturday on November 25.



Next Meeting: Jan 13, 2018 
Plaza Artist Materials
Downtown Nashville

Board Meeting at 9 a.m.
General Meeting 10:30 a.m.

January Program
(following meeting)

THIS MONTH’S PROGRAM:

     After seeing that the St. John’s Bible had numer-
ous hand cut rubber stamps in it, I remembered a time 
when Alice Fuqua taught a class in rubber stamp cut-
ting for our Guild. It’s probably been 25 or 30 years 
ago.

     I have asked her to come and do a repeat perfor-
mance of that class. She has refined that skill to a fine 
science. This skill has come in handy many times for 
me while decorating envelopes. I know you will enjoy 
this fun program.

     The tools we will be using include:
 x-acto knife
 white rubber erasers
 soft lead pencil
 tracing paper
 stamp pad or marker

     I will be bringing all of the items except for the x-
acto knives and I ask that you bring one of those.

- Sheryl Bracey

RUBBER STAMP CUTTING

Alice Fuqua

SCRIBEHAVEN 2018....

      ....will be our 10th anniversary celebration!
 The dates are February 22-25, 2018 at Lake Barkley, KY. 
     For those who don’t know about Scribehaven, it is the Nashville Calligraphers Guild Annual Retreat. This 
year, especially, we have great programs, activities and some surprises planned.  Be sure to send in your form 
early as we may have limited space this year. Registration forms are available in this newsletter as well as the 
last issue of the newsletter.
     Several who are already planning to attend will be contributing (and have contributed) to Scribehaven in 
very significant ways. So, they are already on board.  It is our sincere hope that we will be able to accommodate 
everyone who would like to attend.  This is an awesome opportunity to learn, mentor, relax and fellowship with 
other lettering friends. See you in February!

    - Vicki Brandt
Scribehaven Chair


